Fk #noOED 
ROCEEDINGS 


ON THE 


T R 1. A L 8 


\ 


Two. n SA e 
Tanis ex  Offici by the King's Arronxzr- G ENERAL 


AGAINST 


| FL, 2 
GEORGE GORDON, Efq. 


— 6, 


COMMONLY CALLED | 


ny GEORGE GORDON: 

| One for a LIBEL on the QUEEN of FRANCE and the 
FRENCH AMBASSADOR ;-the Other for a LABEL on 
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PRINTING THE LAST MENTIONED LIBEL. 
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SEFORE THE 
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Taken i in  Shott-Hand | 
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LOND O N: 


Sola by M. Gvuenty, No. 128, Holborn-Hill. 
M,DCC,LXXXVII. 
(Price Two Shillings.) 


N [ Enter ed at Stationers Hall.] 


= 
* 


MG —— en 


* © >» _ 
fy 3 > 
*_ 
- 
k- * 
1 * 
- 
- 
- 
— 
a 
* 
* 
F 
- A 
Ls 
* - —— * 
»> * —— 
- 
* 
8 4 
- 
— 
* 1 7 
* 
* 
N 1 
4 * 
” 
* * <-> 
- 
\ 
* 
32 
* 
Pe” bn 
W PA * a 
„ . 
* * 8 
23 X 
2 ad by * A 
* Þ 1 „ * 
, Et * — - „ 
485. #5 : 
3 
* 


* 
1 
* 


8 2 % _-_—— * 7 7 * ** 
Ln * 1 
> — RR. 
* » 
4 
— * 1 by 
. . * » 
$ + 2 . : 
> 4% 1. * ws . 
—— 
. 
_ „ * 
£ * 4 # 
„ „„ 8 2 0 4 
* * N 
* 
hung * 2 » 
Kft. ©:::; 
*. 4 34 
* 
* ; L 
£ * - 4 
4 4 © © < 
C a {4 4 2 
— 4 5 1 
* — - - * „ ˙ „ 8 + * 
- - 
+ — — 
on 1 IF 
of p # > 
we. * ** — 4 +4 x 
= 
» 2 - P * « — * 
, . E . = 4 O 
$ % * 2 
"7 ; 5 
4 KS R 5 
* 
1 * , * * — +> - 
N = 
* 4 , 
od 7 


ny 


3 


2 oo ov AS 
Ts gs es LR 
S - 
8 e 
* . 
* * 
8 * 
9 * 
. 
” 
* — 4 
. 7 
* 


- 


Vs 


* 


8 IT 


b 


2 * 
r oO 4% 
8 
1 
—— — % # 
2 A WP i * 
— 42899 « 
; 4 

* < 28 7 

. 

— * * 

* 19 3 $4 

4 ', 9 8 

. wes” 

* * ＋ 
* Fo » 4 
ww. £ 

> * 

V - * 

* , K 

; f : if 1 

* * 

A x A wes: ot a% 

F.. - 
" 

_— 4 „ <A 
* 5 1 ＋ 
bg * 2 ” 

* „ 
C 5 „ 

Z ks * 

ag hn co ep * 

Fr 
2 * 
wr 8 8 * 
. ” a 
8 a ” RE 
1 © 
* — 
* 45 7 
— 
* 


* 
* 


& 


* 


2 . 
2 wa 3: > 
"4 1 
1 1 * 
F 4 % 
* * of 
. 7 
1 k 
— — 
* * 3a % 
: 1 X 
- % 
þ * 
* 
” - 
* 
— 
% 4 
” as 
* 
e ; 
+ % ' 
4 * 
* : 1. 
* £ 
71 
# 
5 — 
* o — * 
2 4 
1 x $4 
a af 
Fo 4 
> IX & 
N % 


4 
7 "> 
8 * 
' 


$1 
FRE 
4 bs 
6 x | 
mt 
＋ 
4 
1 
l 1 
OY 3 > 
"a 
o * 
. , 
SRD 
* 
*. 
. es 
"Þ 
* 
- 


„ „ 1 
> 
=- * 
- . 
— * 
4 
— 
363 


— 
N 
— 
* 
. 
. 


by 
© 


os 


'F 


o in , 
2 5 4 © 
* 1 1 ” 4 * , ” * * 2 * 
WP x > „ . 4 * . / 8.5 4 : q 4 2 
% 4 of : * 2 C * 
. +2 4 9 ES, 2 
- . 


C A v1 e 1 

4 g 3 oe ge —_ 8 a 3 & 
' GEORGE GORDON,  Efauite 

RUE C | „ Eſquire, 


* 
— * * 
F 3 o . 
L . 1 . £ f 1 
** — 


rr 4 212114 


6+ oF 


_-w 


- 


— $69 6 £2 5 1 27 2 q 3 >="; +402" 1 2 Th £ : 
„ Tus INFORMATION... 
ry 1 ; F* 4 | | T I 7 - . ; 1 


Of H 


RT TERM, in the Twenty-ſeventh Year of 
King Gros the Third. 


London, I DE it remembered, That Richard 
to wit. Pepper Arden, Eſquire, Attorney 


General of our preſent Sovereign Lord the King, 


who for our ſaid preſent Sovereign Lord the King 
proſecutes in this behalf, in his proper perſon 
comes into the Court of our ſaid preſent Sovereign 
Lord the King, before the King himſelf, at Weſt⸗ 


minſter, on Tueſday next after the octave of St. 


Hilary in this ſame term, and for our ſaid Lord 
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r 
the King giveth the Court here to underſtand and 
be informed, that before and at the time of the 
writing, printing, and publiſhing of the falſe, 
wicked, malicious, ſcandalous; and ſeditious libel 
herein-after next mentioned, it was believed and 
underſtood by and amongſt his ſaid. Majeſty's ſub- 
jects, that his ſaid Mazefty was then ſhortly about 
to cauſe to be tranſported divers felons and other 
offenders, liable to be tranſported by the laws of 
this realm, to a certain place in parts beyond the 
ſeas, called Botany-Bay, to wit, at London afore- 
faid, in the pariſh of St, Mary le Bow, in the ward 
of Cheap: And the ſaid Attorney General of our 
faid Lord the King, for our ſaid Lord the King, 
further gives the Court here to underſtand and be 
inform ꝗ, that before and at the time of the writing, 
printing, and publiſhing of the falſe, wicked, ma- 
licious, ſcandalous, and ſeditious libel herein- after 
next mentioned, divers perſons had been and were 
confined in divers of his faid Majeſty's gaols within 
this kingdom, under ſentence of death or tranſ- 
portation, for divers crimes by the laws and ſta- 
tutes of this realm puniſhable with death or tranſ- 
portation ; and that George Gordon, late of Lon- 
don aforeſaid, Eſquire, (commonly called Lord 
George Gordon,) well knowing the ſeveral pre- 
miſes aforefaid, but being a wicked, malicious, 
ſeditious, and ill-diſpoſed perſon, and being greatly - 
diſaffected to our ſaid preſent Sovereign Lord the 
Eing, and to the laws and conſtitution of this 
realm, and wickedly, maliciouſly, and ſeditiouſly 
intending, deviſing, and contriving to ſtir up and 
excite tumults, diſcontents, inſurrections, and ſe- 
ditions, as well in divers of his ſaid Majeſty's gaols 
in this kingdom amongſt the priſoners confined 
therein, and then under ſentence of death or tranſ- 
portation for divers crimes by the laws and ſtatutes 


of 


. | =o. 
of this realm puniſhable with death or tranſporta- 
tion, as amongſt divers others of his ſaid Majeſty's 
ſubjects, and alſo to inſinuate, and cauſe it to be 
believed, that. divers laws of this realm, whereby 
ſundry crimes are puniſhable with, death, were 
made contrary to the law of God and the rightful 
power of the King and Parliament of this realm to 


make ſuch laws, and alfo unlawfully, wickedly, 


and maliciouſly intending, deſigning, and con- 
triving to Excite a general diſaffection amongſt his 
ſaid Majeſty's ſubjects towards the adminiſtration 
of juſtice within %is ſaid Majeſty's realm, and to 
render his ſaid Majeſty's Judges authorized to ad- 
miniſter the ſame ſuſpected of an undue adminiſ- 
tration thereof, and by means thereof to draw upon 
his ſaid Majeſty's Judges the general ill-will, con- 
tempt, and hatred of his ſaid Majeſty's ſubjects, 
on the twenty-ſecond day of January, in the 
rwenty-ſeventh year of the reign of our ſaid preſent 
Sovereign Lord the King, with force and arms, at 
London aforeſaid, in the pariſh of St. Mary le Bow 
aforeſaid, in the ward of Cheap aforeſaid, wickedly, 
maliciouſly, and ſeditiouſly did write, ane 
print, and publiſh, and cauſe and procure to be 
written, compoſed, printed, and publiſhed, a cer- 


tain falſe, wicked, malicious, ſcandalous, and ſe- 


ditious libel, intituled, The Priſoners Petition 
ce to the Right Honorable Lord George Gordon,” 
and which ſaid libel is alſo further intituled, The 
« Priſoners Petition to the Right Honorable Lord 
« George Gordon, to preſerve their Lives and 
« Liberties, and prevent their Baniſhment to Bo- 
«© tany-Bay ;” 

cording to the tenor and effect following: But we 
(meaning the ſuppoſed priſoners in whoſe names 


the ſaid ſuppoſed, petition purported to have been 


written) have reaſon to cry aloud from our dun- 
: A 2 geons 


in which ſaid libel is contained ac- 
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| 1 
eons and priſon-ſhips in defence of our lives and 
Tiberties in this advanced period of the world (when 
many kingdoms and commonwealths affect holineſs 
unto the Lord, and profeſs to take hold out of all 
languages of the nations, even to take hold of the 
{ſkirt of him that is a Jew, ſaying, we will go with 
you, for we have heard that God is with you;) 
that the juſt puniſhment ordained by God for our 
treſpaſſes of thievery is profanely altered by men 
like ourſelves ; that his adequate judgment of our 
offences, mingled with mercy, 1s not executed 
upon us in righteouſneſs ; that the everlaſting law 
of his ſtatutes is changed and perverted to our de- 
ſtruction, and the true record of the Almighty is 
falſified and eraſed by the Lawyers and Judges 
(who fit with their backs to the words of the living 
God, and the fear of man before their faces) till 
the ſtreets of our city have run down with a ſtream 
of blood inſtead of righteouſnefs, as it 1s at this 
day; juſt-as if the kingdoms and commonwealths 
at this advanced æra were ſtil} aliens from the 
commonwealth of Iſrael, and ftrangets from the 
covenants of promiſe, having no hope, and with- 
out God in the world. How long, O Lord! 
Hall theſe Whited Walls of Council, who fit to 
judge the people after the law (meaning his ſaid 
Majeſty's Judges,) command us to be hanged 
contrary to the law? They (meaning his faid Ma- 
jeſty's Judges) tithe mint and rue, and all manner 
of herbs, by making long charges to the Juries 
with a ſhew of juſtice and religion, and afterwards 
| Paſs over judgment and the love of God by pro- 
nouncing the ſentence of death upon us (meaning 
upon fuch of the ſaid priſoners as had been ſen- 
tenced to death as aforeſaid,) and ſhedding our 
1nnocent blood (meaning the blood of ſuch pri- 
ſoners as laſt aforeſaid) for expiable treſpaſſes, 
: e Which 


- . 

which do not require our cutting off from the 
prople (meaning the capital puniſhment of ſuch 
priſoners as laſt 3 Surely then ſhall the 
blood of our lives (meaning the lives of ſuch pri- 
ſoners as laſt aforeſaid) be required at their hands 
(meaning the hands of his laid Majeſty's Judges,) 
life for life, baniſhment for baniſhment: Whoſo 
ſheddeth man's blood by man ſhall his blood be 
ſhed; for in the image of God made he man. 
There is now but a ſtep between us and eternity; 
it behoves therefore to be inſtant in ſpeaking the 
truth, and to demand ſpeedy juſtice :: The hang= 
man and the ſcaffolding of the new drop is already 
prepared for our executions on one hand, and Go- 
vernor Phillip and military tyranny at Botany-Bay 
(meaning the ſaid place in parts beyond the ſeas, 
called Botany-Bay) awaits us on the other; and 
in which ſaid libel is alſo contained according to 
the tenor and effect following: We look with con- 
cern and abhorrence on the bloody hue of the 
felony laws, and the frequent executions in Eng- 
land in this reign, under a nominal adminiſtration 
of juſtice (meaning that juſtice had not been truly 
adminiſtered in England during his ſaid Majeſty's 
reign) ſince the time our eyes have been open to 
the expectation of ſalvation, pardon, expiation, 
and deliverance in this world, through the diyine 
providence, juſtice, and mercy of "God's holy 
law in, favour of our caſes, annulling the rigour 
of our ſentences, and in arreſt of the perverted 
judgments pronounced upon us ;—1n contempt of 
our ſaid Lord the King, in open violation of the 
laws of this kingdom, to. the evil example of all 
others in the like caſe offending, and againſt the 
peace of our ſaid Lord the King, his crown and dig- 
nity. And the ſaid Attorney, General of our ſaid 


We the King further gives the Court here to 
Ay underſtand 
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underſtand and be informed, that before and at the 
time of the printing and publiſhing of a certain _ 


other falſe, wicked, malicious, ſcandalous, and 
_feditious libel. herein- after next mentioned, it was 


believed and underſtood by and amongft his ſaid 
Majeſty's ſubjects, that his faid Majeſty was then 
ſhortly about to cauſe to be tranſported divers 
felons and other offenders, liable to be tranſported 
by the laws of this realm to a certain place in 

arts beyond the ſeas, called Botany-Bay, to wit, 
b London aforeſaid, in the pariſh and ward afore- 
faid: And the faid Attorney General of our ſaid 
Lord the King, for our ſaid Lord the King, further 
gives the Court here to underſtand and be in- 
formed, that before and at the time of the printing 
and publiſhing of a certain other falſe, wicked, 
malicious, ſcandalous, and ſeditious libel herein- 
after next mentioned, divers perſons had been and 
were confined in diyers of his Majeſty's gaols 
within this kingdom, under ſentence of death or 
tranſportation, Br divers crimes by the laws and ſta- 
tutes of this realm puniſhable with death or tranſ- 
portation ; and that the ſaid George Gordon, late of 
aer aforeſaid, Eſquire, (commonly called Lord 
George Gordon,) well knowing the ſeveral pre- 
miſes aforeſaid, but being a wicked, malicious, 
ſeditious, and ill-diſpoſed perſon, and being greatly 
diſaffected to our ſaid preſent Sovereign Lord the 
King, and to the laws and- conſtitution of this 
realm, and unlawfully, wickedly, maliciouſly, and 
ſeditiouſly intending, deviſing, and contriving to 
ſtir up and excite tumults, diſcontents, inſur- 
rections, and ſeditions, as well in divers of his ſaid 
Majeſty's gaols in this kingdom amongſt the pri- 
foners confined therein, and then under ſentence 
of death or tranſportation for divers crimes by the 
Jaws and ſtatutes of this realm puniſhable _ 
* 5 . „ death 


19] 


dear or tranſportation, as - amongſt divers others 


of his ſaid Majeſty's ſubjects, and alſo to inſinuate, 
and cauſe it to be beheved, that divers laws'ot this 
realm, whereby ſundry crimes are puniſhable with 
death, were made contrary to the law of God and 
the rightful power of the King and Parliament of 
this realm to make ſuch laws, and alſo unlawfully, 
wickedly, and maliciouſly intending, deſigning, 
and contriving to excite a gentral diſaffection 
amongſt his ſaid Majeſty's ſubjects: towards the 
adminiſtration of juſtice within his ſaid Majeſty's 
realm, and to render his ſaid Majeſty's Judges autho- 
rized to adminiſter the ſame ſuſpected of an undue 


adminiſtration thereof, and by means thereof to 


draw upon his faid Majeſty's Judges the general 
all-will, contempr, and hatred of his ſaid Majeſty's 
ſubjects, on the ſaid twenty-ſecond day of January, 
in the ſaid twenty-ſeventh year of the reign of our 
ſaid preſent Sovereign Lord the King, with force 
and arms, at London aforeſaid, in the: pariſh:and 
award aforeſaid, wickedly, maliciouſly, and fediti- 
ouſly did print and publiſh, and cauſe and procure 
to be printed and publiſhed, a certain other falſe, 
wicked, malicious, ſcandalous, and ſeditious libel, 


intituled, © The Priſoners Petition to the Right 


% Honorable Lord George Gordon,” and which 
ſaid libel is alſo further intituled, The Priſoners 
Petition to the Right Honorable Lord George 
6“ Gordon, to preſerve their Lives and Liberties, 
cc and prevent their Baniſhment to Botany-Bay ;” 
and in which ſaid laſt- mentioned libel is contain- 
ed according to the tenor and effect following: 
But we (meaning the ſaid ſuppoſed priſoners in 


vhoſe names the ſaid ſuppoſed petition purported 
to have been written) have reaſon to cry aloud 


our lives and liberties in this adyancedo period of 


from our dungeons and priſon- ſhips in defence of 
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the world, (when many kingdoms and common- 
wealths affect holineſs unto the Lord, and profeſs ta 
take hold out of all languages of the nations, 
even to take hold of the ſkirt of him that is a Jew, 
ſaying, we will go with you, for we have heard that 
God is with you;) that the juſt puniſnment or- 
dained by God for our treſpaſſes of thievery is pro- 
fanely altered by men like ourſelves; chat his ade- 
quate judgment of our offences, mingled with 
mercy, is not executed upon us in righteouſ- 
neſs; that the everlaſting law of his ſtatutes is 
changed and perverted to our deſtruction; and 
the true record of the Almighty is falſified by the 
Lawyers and Judges (who ſit with their backs to the 
words of the living God, and the fear of man before 
their faces) till the ſtreets of our city have run 
down with a ſtream of blood inſtead of righteouſ- 
neſs, as it is at this day; juſt as. if the king- 
doms and commonyealths at this advanced æra 
were ſtill aliens from the commonwealth of Iſrael, 
and ſtrangers from the covenants of promiſe, hav- 
ing no hope, and without God in the world. 
How long, O Lord! ſhall theſe Whited Walls of 
Council, who fit to judge the people after the law 
(meaning his ſaid Majetiy's Judges, ) command 
us to be hanged contrary to the law? They (mean- 
ing his ſaid Majeſty's Judges) tithe mint and rue, 
and all' manner of herbs, by making long charges 
to the juries with a ſhew of juſtice and religion, 
and-afterwards paſs over judgment and the love of 
God by pronouncing the ſentence of death upon 
us (meaning upon ſuch of the ſaid laſt- mentioned 
priſoners as had been ſentenced to death as laſt 
aforeſaid), and ſhedding our innocent blood (mean- 

ing the blood of ſuch priſoners as laſt aforeſaid) 
for expiable treſpaſſes, which do not require our 
cutting off from the people (meaning the capital 
puniſhment 


1 

uniſhment of ſuch priſoners as laſt aforeſaid.) 
— then ſhall the blood of our lives (meaning 
the lives of ſuch priſoners as laſt aforeſaid) be re- 

uired at their hands (meaning the hands of his 
{aid Majeſty's Judges,) life for life, baniſhment 
for baniſhment ; Whoſo ſheddeth man's blood by 
man ſhall his blood be ſhed; for in the image of 
God made he man. There is now but a ſtep be- 
tween us and eternity; it behoves therefore to be 
inſtant in ſpeaking the truth, and to demand ſpeedy 
juſtice: The hangman and the ſcaffolding: of the 
new drop is already prepared for our executions 
on one hand, and Governor Phillip and military ty- 
ranny at Botany-Bay (meaning the ſaid place in 
parts heyond the ſeas, called Botany-Bay) awaits us 
on the other; and in which ſaid laſt- mentioned 
libel is alſo contained according to the tenor and 
effect following: We loqk with concern and abhor- 
rence on the bloody hue of the felony laws, and the 
frequent executions in England in this reign, under 
a nominal adminiſtration of juſtice (meaning that 
juſtice had not been truly adminiſtered in England 
during his faid- Majeſty's reign, ) ſince the time 
our eyes have been opened to the expectation of ſal- 
vation, pa. don, expiation, and deliverance in this 
world through the divine providence, juſtice, and 
mercy of God's holy law in favour of our caſes, and 
annulling the rigour of our ſentences, and in arreſt 
of the perverted judgment pronounced upon us ;— 
in contempt of our ſaid lord the king, in open vio- 
lation of the laws of this kingdom, to the evil ex- 
ample of all others in the like caſe offending, and 
againſt the peace of our ſaid Sovereign Lord the 
King, his crown and dignity. And the ſaid Attor- 
ney General of our ſaid Lord the King, for our 
ſaid lord the King, further gives the Court here 


to underſtand and be informed, that the ſaid George 
| Gordon, 
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- Gordon, Eſquire, commonly called Lord George 
Gordon, being ſuch perſon as aforeſaid, and again 
unlawfully, wickedly, maliciouſly, and ſeditiouſly 
intending, deviſing, and contriving to ſtir up and 
excite tumults, diſcontents, inſurrections, and ſe- 
ditions amongſt divers of his ſaid Majeſty's ſub- 
jects, and to render divers laws and ſtatutes of this 
realm then and ſtill in force within the ſame, as 
alſo his ſaid Majeſty's Judges employed by his 
faid Majeſty in the due adminiſtration and execu- 
cution thereaf, the objects of deteſtation, hatred, 
and contempt, by and amongſt divers: of his ſaid 
Majeſty's ſubjects, to wit, on the ſaid twenty- ſe- 
cond day of January, in the twenty- ſeventh year 
aforefaid, with force and arms, at London afore- 
ſaid, in the pariſh and ward aforeſaid, wickedly, 
maliciouſly, and ſeditiouſly printed and publiſhed, 
and cauſed and procured to be printed and pub- 
liſhed, a certain other falſe, wicked, malicious, 
ſcandalous, and ſeditious libel, intituled, The 
* Priſoners Petition to the Right Honorable 
Lord George Gordon,” and alſo further inti- 
tuled, The Priſoners Petition to the Right Ho- 
t norable Lord George Gordon, to preſerve their 
« Lives and Liberties, and prevent their Baniſh- 
ment to Botany-Bay,” of and concerning his 
faid Majeſty, and the laws and ſtatutes now in 
force within this realm for the inflifting of capital 
puniſhment in certain caſes, and of and concerning 
the adminiſtration and execution of juſtice within 
this realm by his ſaid Majeſty's Judges authorized 
to adminiſter and execute the fame ; in which ſaid 
libel is contained according to the tenor and effect 
following, that is to ſay, How long, O Lord! 
ſhall theſe Whited Walls of Council, who fit to 
judge the people after the law (meaning his ſaid 
Majeſty's Judges,) command us (meaning ſuch of 
| LE. the 


| (Wi. 

the ſaid priſoners by whom the faid libel purported 
to have been written as were then under ſentence 
of death) to be hanged contrary to the law? They 
{again meaning his ſaid Majeſty's Judges) tithe 
mint and rue, and all manner of herbs, by making 
long charges to the Juries with a fhew of juſtice 
and religion, and afterwards paſs over judgment 
and the love of God, by pronouncing the fentence 


of death upon us (xgain mear ing upon ſuch pri- 


Foners as laſt aforeſaid,) and ſhedding our innocent 
blood (meaning the blood of ſuch priſoners as 
laſt aforeſaid) for expiable treſpaſſes, which do not 
require our cutting off from the people (meaning 


the infliction of capital puniſhment upon ſuch pri- 
ſoners as laſt aforeſaid. * then fhall the 
li 


blood of our lives (meaning the lives of ſuch pri- 
ſoners as Iaft aforeſaid) be required at their hands 
(meaning the hands of his ſaid Majeſty's Judges,) 
Uffe for life, baniſhment for baniſhment : Whoſo 


ſneddeth man's blood by man ſhall his blood be 
med; for in the image of God made he man; 
in contempt of oyr {aid Lord the King, in open 
violation of the laws of this kingdom, to the evil 
example of all others in like caſe offending, and 
againſt the peace of our ſaid Soyereign Lord the 
King, his crown and dignity, And the ſaid Attor- 
ney General of our ſaid Lord the King, for our ſaid 
Lord the King, further gives the Court here to un- 
derſtand and be informed, that the ſaid George 
Gordon, Eſquire, commonly called Lord George 
Gordon, being ſuch perſon as aforeſaid, and again 
unlawfully, wickedly, maliciouſly, and ſeditiouſſy 
intending, deviſing, and contriving as laſt afore- 
faid, atterwards, to wit, on the twenty-ſecond da 
of January, in the twenty-ſeventh year aforeſaid, 
with force and arms, at London aforeſaid, in the 
parith and ward aſoreſaid, wickedly, ing 


SF: 


2 F . . — * 0 "EE Iug> xD 1 1 
. P- 1 A " 1 . 2 1 A 71 fr 
—_— Mz 7 — => — Nox ENT) ©. — BOD oe 1 2 r 2 g : 
« o - . N a HL 5 5 b =, 6.4, . ol 
PORE 5 — Nen zac * — n _ 2 — 7 * 72 a 


INE — — 
———— 8 
* * Pun p 


— 4 — 9 83 ' ”, 
mm rm 
Eo 


D>.> 
- 8 „. 
4 . . 
— — x 
ak . — 
8 5 
EMA > 3 5 
—— — Ne 


- 5 
£ 1 
22 ES ** 
82 
w * 2 


DP % 
+44 wi 
tic 
: 2 
F. 
1 
5 

#3 
* 
88 


2 bo a 1 3 6 2 .. - 
\ < LN ee a 4, BEES 222 7 32" 4 7: we # r | 

wh + 8; » * 3 8 2 2 C 2 2 1 7 * Sno = 2 5, X r - E bs. 

1 2 je” "TO 4 2 22 SE e 5 ous OE AE + BE - þ E = 8 2 9 


my 


— 
— 


2 
— 7 


te their Lives and Liberties, eng PERS. their Ba- 
te niſhment to Botany-Bay,” of and concerning 


rized to adminiſter and execute the ſame; in which 
faid laſt- mentioned libel. is contained according to 
the tenor and effect following, that is to ſay, We 
meaning the ſuppoſed priſoners by whom the ſaid 
laſt- mentioned libel purported to have been writ- 
ten) look with concern and abhorrence on the 
bloody hue of the felony laws, and the frequent 
executions in England in this reign, under à no- 
minal adminiſtration of juſtice (meaning that jul- 
tice was not truly adminiſtered in England during 
his. Majeſty's reign,) ſince the time our eyes (mean- 
ing the eyes of ſuch priſoners as laſt aforeſaid) 
have been opened to the expectation of ſalvation, 
pardon, expiation, and deliverance in this world, 
through the divine providence, juſtice, and mercy 
of God's holy law in favour of our caſes (mean- 
ing the caſes of ſuch priſoners as laſt aforeſaid,) 
annulling the rigour 12 our ſentences (meaning the 

ſentences paſſed upon ſuch priſoners -as laſt afore- 
faid,) and in arreſt of the perverted judgments 
pronounced upon us (meaning the judgments pro- 
nounced upon ſuch priſoners as laſt aforeſaid in 
| ; contempt 


5 4 


contempt of our faid Lord the King, in open vio- 
lation of the laws of this kingdom, to the evil 
example of all others in like caſe offending, and 
againſt the peace of our ſaid Sovereign Lord the 
King, his crown and dignity: whereupon the ſaid 
Attorney General of our ſaid Lord, who for our 
ſaid preſent Sovereign Lord the King proſecutes 
in this behalf, prays the conſideration of the Court 
here in the premiſes, and that due proceſs of law 
may be awarded againſt him the ſaid George Gor- 
don in this behalf, ro make him anſwer to our ſaid 
preſent Sovereign Lord the King touching and 


' . O 6 0 a . 
concerning the premiſes aforeſaid, &c. 


| COUNSEL ros Tus CROWN, 


Mr. ATToRNEy GENERAL, . 
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Mr. BEARCROFT, | 

The Hon. THOMAS ERS¹ INR, 

Mr. BALDWIN, 
Mr. Law. 


SOLICITORS, 


Meſſ. CHAMBERLAYNE and WHITE. 
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| [The Inforination was opened by Mr. La. 
Mx. ArToknay GEnzRaL. 7 
MAY it pleaſe your Lordſhip, and you Gen- 
tlemen of the Jury: _ fe Ee Es 
This is an information againſt the noble Lord, 
the defendant, for a libel of as miſchievous and - 


ſeditious a nature as any I can poſſibly conceive. 
If you have attended to this publication as it 
was opened by my learned friend, you obſerve it 
is ſuppoſed to be addreſſed to his Lordſhip by the 
- priſoners then confined. in I, but which never 
was ſo addreſſed by any perſon but himſelf. The 
object of it is to infuſe into the minds of thoſe un- 
happy wretches (whoſe lives or liberties were forfeit * 
to the laws of their country,) that thoſe who pro- 
nounced the ſentences upon them had no right to 
pronounce fuch ſentences, and therefore calling 
upon them (inſtead of their calling upon him) to - 
reſiſt the execution of thoſe laws that they had 
broken; and as far as he was able he diſperſed 
them without doors when he was not able to diſ- 
rſe them within the doors of Newgate, to pro- 
voke his Majeſty's ſubjects to riſe in defence of 
what he calls thoſe injured fubjects, and to oppoſe 
the execution of thoſe laws to which their crimes 
have made them ſubject. 1 
Gentlemen, the liberty of the preſs is what we 
hear much of, and I truſt we all know it is an in- 
valuable privilege, which this country I hope will 
ever enjoy ; but no country upon earth can ſubſiſt 
if any ſubject of that country is permitted to at- 
tempt to infuſe into the minds of it's inhabitants an 
opinion, that the laws of that country are contrary 
to the laws of God, and that therefore they ought 
to be reſiſted. If there is any man in this country 
who thinks ſo of it's laws, in God's name let him 


80 


* | 
go ſomewhere elſe, let him go to that country 
where he can find more happy laws, and more li- 
| beral notions. He ought. not to remain a ſubject 
of that country to the laws of which he thinks he 
ought not to ſubmit, and which he is determined, 
as far as in his power, to prevent every other man's 
ſubmiſſion to. ä | | 
Gentlemen, I do not wiſh by any thing I ſhall 
ſay to call fox your verdict, without 1 ſhall eſtabliſh 
the proofs I have to give upon a baſis that nothing 
can ſhake ; but I cannot help reminding you of 
the horrid tendency which this publication bears 
upon the face of it. It is but ſeven years ago ſince 
the three g-eat gaols of this kingdom were ſapped 
to their foundation, and every priſoner ſet at 
liberty. —— | 
Lord George Gordon. That has nothing to do 
with the preſent charge. | 


Mr. Attorney General. All I fay is, that the hif- 


tory of that time would have taught any man (1 
mean not to apply it particularly) to be extremely 
cautious of any kind of publication which would, 
in any degree, lead to the repetition of the ſame 
outrages. This publication has for it's object the 
very ſame attempt; this groſs libel carries upon the 
face of it the language of Holy Writ; and the 
Scriptures of God are made uſe of to induce the 

people of this country to reſiſt it's laws. 
Gentlemen, I will paſs over many of the ex- 
preſſions in which it is couched (for it muſt be read 
to you in the courſe of the evidence,) and you will 
have the information to compare with it afterwards 
if you ſhould think fit, | . A 
The pamphlet, after having begun with quota- 
tions from ſcripture, ſtates, that © the true record 
<« of the Almighty is falſified and eraſed by the 
« Lawyers and Judges, who fit with their * 
y cc [en 


* 
— — ——— — — — —— — — 


— —  — — — — —— —— — 


2" "Þ ><; 
oY 


* 
IXE 2. 


88 So i. Pu pa 


SY =o AE 2*— = 46> = 
—_ 2 +I =P. => 55 
I = Pc 4 a 
„„ 54 


— — mnt 
= : | itn. nas Baca 3 hs > 8 * n * D VS 

* — — L pM: . Sos i 3. - Ing 2 he a, 3 . n — — 

2 22 Sh S * n 8 A N N » 1 

f « — — 4 : 4 S _” 7 CYL S _* — ue ES x EY * 4 * - 
5 ag 3 mW; OV * PASS 3 * * 3 E Rs — 3 e 

8 8 G 3 W . ae 5 IE; 
— 2 . —— —— IT 2 — 4 * 

£4 — 7 5 : * A; © 

F'\ 4 — - 


a 
1 
Þ 


— 


= 


— 


2 6 a 8 a = 57 > - _— —— EM ae - 
N 5 > - 8 5 "a - ay KH. ö 8 > gs — ä 4 
Le e c ee OE OTNET IR 

Saf <2 3 ba — 7 1 e 2 3 7 5 
2 * — 2 * — * W \ % — — wa 2 2 8 -— = Ia 2 


I — 
DEE 


Ko RE 

rd — 
2 $- "x 
AS 


— = 
- 
- 5 
& oa 


wa 
„ * 


tc 
cc 
cc 


cc 


cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 


cc 


cc. 
cc- 


cc 


» 
cc 


cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 


cc 
cc 
cc 


* 9:4 


the words of the hving God, and the fear of | 
man before their faces, till the ſtreets of our city 


have ran down with a ſtream of blood inſtead 
of righteouſneſs, as it is at this day.”'—* How 
long, OLord! ſhall theſeW hited Walls of Coun- 
cil, who ſit to judge the people after the law, 
command us to be hanged contrary to the law? 
They tithe mint and rue, and all manner of herbs, 
by making long charges to the Juries with a 
ſhew of juſtice and religion, and aiterwards paſs 
over judgment and the love of God, by pro- 
nouncing the ſentence of death upon us, and 
ſhedding our innocent blood for expiable treſ- 
paſſes, which do not require our cutting off from 
the people. Surely then ſhall the blood of our 
lives be required at their hands, life for life, 
baniſhment for baniſhment : Whoſo ſheddeth 
man's blood by man ſhall his blood be ſhed; 


for in the image of God made he man. There 


is now but a ſtep between us and eternity; it 
behoves us therefore to be inſtant in ſpeaking 
the truth, and to demand ſpeedy juſtice: The 


hangman and the ſcaffolding of the new drop 
is already prepared for our executions on one 
hand, and Governor Phillip and military tyranny 


at Botany-Bay awaits us on the other. We are 
accounted as ſheep for the ſlaughter, as men of 
death in the eye of the law of England, copied 
from the laws of Draco, written in blood.” 


Nov, Gentlemen, the object of this is clearly 
to perſuade every man in this country that our laws 
are unjuſt, and that the legiſlature have uſurped 
a power which does not belong to them, of inflict- 
ing the puniſhment of death, or even haniſhment, 
for the crimes for which the convicts were then 


confined in their reſpective priſons. 


I need 


L > 7 

1 need not comment before Gentlemen of your 
deſcription upon the tendency of ſuch a publica- 
tion. If there are any men ſo weak as to be af- 
fected by arguments like theſe with reſpect to the 
power of taking away life, except in caſes where 
life has been taken away, let them only- conſider, 
that the reaſon why executions are more frequent 
in England than elſewhere is, becauſe the, laws are 
milder. We know nothing of tortures ; God for- 
bid we ever ſhould practiſe them: and no man 
can be convicted in this country of an offence but 
in caſes where the guilt muſt be ſo apparent that 
it is hardly poſſible to ſuppoſe a conviction where 
innocence can exit. 

Atter having written this pamphlet addreſſed to 
himſelf, and not by the priſoners addreſſed to him, 
the noble Lord in the months of January and Fe- 
bruary paid very frequent viſits to Newgate; a 
place I ſhould have thought his Lordſhip would 
have abſtained from ever viſiting. In thoſe viſits 
he had frequent converſations with Mr. Pitt, the 


turnkey, and repeatedly requeſted to be admitted 


to the cells, to talk with the priſoners about the 
{entences under which they reſpectively laboured, 
ſtating to him, that it was extremely unjuſt that 


they «ſhould have received thoſe ſentences, and 


wiſhing, if Mr. Pitt would have permitted him to 
have gone into the gaol, to have converſed with 
the priſoners upon that ſtibject. Mr. Pitt knew 
his duty too well to permit that. 8 
His Lordſhip being refuſed admittance, ſome 
time after came his Lordſhip's own footman, with 
three of theſe pamphlets, addreſſed to Mr. Pitt, 
on the felons ſide of Newgate, with Lord George 
Gordon's compliments. The footman told Mr. 


Pitt that he came from Lord George Gordon, and 


he left three of the pamphlets; one directed to 
B him ; 
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him; another to Mr. Villette, the ordinary of 
Newgate; and a third to another Mr. Pitt, the 


turnkey on the debtors fide. 


One of theſe pamphlets was very properly put 


into the hands of the Sheriffs, who have the im- 


mediate cuſtody of the gaol: they very properly 
thought it their duty to lay it before the perſon 
who has, now the honor to addreſs you; and 1 
thought it my duty, upon hearing of ſuch an at- 


tempt, (and indeed I ſhould not have been worthy 


to wear the gown I do if I had heſitated a moment 
upon it's being communicated to me) to bring the 
noble Lord before the firſt Court of Criminal Ju- 
riſdiction in this country; and in that Court, be- 
fore a Jury, to anſwer for ſo ſeditious an attempt. 

Lord George Gordon, after being diſappointed 
in his attempt upon the perſons immediately em- 
ployed in the cuſtody of Newgate, ſent two perſons 
to the door of Newgate, with an intent, if they 
could, to have found entrance into the gaol, which 
I believe they were not able to effect. Not being 
able ro get admittance into the gaol, they diſ- 
perſed theſe pamphlets about the ſtreets before the 
gaol of Newgate to every perſon that came by, or 
that was likely to have acceſs into the gaol. 

Mr. Pitt waited upon Lord George Gordon. 
His Lordſhip avowed his having ſent the three 
pamphlets to Newgate by his footman. Indeed, 


when he went to his Lordſhip's houſe, he was let 


in by the fame footman that brought them to him. 

Mr. Pitt went to his Lordſhip, to aſk him who 
thoſe perſons were that had diſperſed the pamphlets 
before the gaol, and to remonſtrate with him upon 
his conduct with reſpec: to the priſoners. His 
Lordſhip-told him the names of the perſons whom 
he had ſo employed; and, in ſhort, did then that 


which God forbid he ſhould do now, and I hope 


\ he 


V 


21 ] 
he will not now attempt it; he juſtified what he 
had done, and inſiſted he had a right to make this 
addreſs to the priſoners, Which he is now called 
upon to anſwer for. V— 

Gentlemen, I have ſtated to you, that no man 
in this country can be convicted by any other 
means than by evidence immediately applying to 
the crime he is charged with. I ſhall produce the 
evidence I have ſtated reſpecting theſe different 
converſations. I ſhall then prove his Lordſhip's 
acknowledgment. Indeed, theſe ſeveral addreſſes 
to the turnkeys are in his own hand-writing. When 
I have done that, I know not whether there will 
be any neceſſity for me to addreſs you any more 
upon this information : moſt probably not. 


If there is a man who can entertain the ideas 


that this noble Lord would have you ſuppoſe he 
does, I am ſure he is not a fit ſubje& for this 
kingdom ; I believe for no other upon the face of 
the earth: for it would be impoſſible that Govern- 
ment ſhould ſubſiſt, if ſuch notions were admitted 
to be diſſeminated among the people. 

God be thanked ! this libel did not attain it's 


end, and I hope and truſt there will be always vi- 


gour enough 1n the Government of this country to 
reſiſt any ſuch attempts, and to keep that peace 
upon which depends our proſperity, and which if 
we keep wrong ourſelyes I believe we may long 


be a happy and a flouriſhing people. 


B 2 EVIDENCE 


12 . I 
. 1 ** 4 2 e 2 


FO — 
Y 1 , "V2 4 5 3 "LF and, LIES 2 2 
SEES TS. Ä . 
8 89 . br 5 * 


I? 
* 


E 
n ay 


Loom), 


9 2 4 * x Ao. : 
. p * o 4-1 - - * 
r * "ee" 1 — Tc AF, 3: 
K 7 * K 3 — * 1 
x) if 3 


DES" 


— OE 9 
EE 


3-4 


— 


— 
* noo 4 


. 

5 rn 
= 4 

8 "> 


8 


TEES 


1 


— 


— 
— — tu 
Io 


— 
— 


kt 


| EVIDENCE rox Tix: CROWN. 
Joann Prrr (orn.) 
| Examined by Mr. SOLICITOR GENERAL. 


2: Were you employed in the gaol of Newgate 
at any time in December laſt ? 
1 
2: In what capacity? 
A. As turnkey to Mr. Akerman. 
Did you about that time receive any pam 
phlets reſpecting the priſoners in gaol ? 

A. Yes; but I can't ſay the day of the month 
when I received them. I received three pam- 
phlets from Lord George Gordon's ſervant. 

Q.: Did you receive them in the month of De- 
cember ? | 5 

A. I can't ſay that it was in the month of De- 
cember. 507 

©. Did you know Lord George Gordon? 

A. I did. 

Lord George Gordon. He has known me many 

ears. | | 

Pitt. No, I have not known you a twelve- 
month; it was in the latter end of the year 1786: 

Lord George Gordon came into the tap-room ; it 
was before the tap was taken away. 
9. Is that a part of the priſon ? 

Teng. 
9. How often had his Lordſhip come to you 
before the receipt of thoſe pamphlets you ſpoke of ? 

A. I dare fay he had been there half a dozen 
times. 


9, What was the object of thoſe viſits ? 


A, He 


C1) 
A. He uſed to come in and ſay © Don't you 
© think it is cruel that ſo much blood ſhould be 
« ſpilt? Don't you think it is very hard ſo many 
5 ſhould ſuffer?” I ſaid I could not help it, nor 
he neither I believed. He ſaid © No man ought to 
« ſuffer death without he ſpilt blood. 

9. You faid you received three pamphlets from 
Lord George Gordon's ſervant :- did you receive 
any more at any other time ? 

A. On the 4th of January, when we were moving 
the priſoners for trial, I met a woman in the paſſage 
with ſome pamphlets, I aſked her where ſhe got 


them; ſhe ſaid J might get enough at the door. 


There was an old man there: he told me he had thoſe 
Nr to deliver ſrom Lord George Gordon. 

2 him to give them to me. 
Did you afterwards receive any pamphlets 


vourfelf: ? 
As. Yes; from Lord George Gordon, at his 


own houſe. 
Q, Were any of theſe pamphlets ſent to * 
perſons in Newgate ? 
A. Yes; Lord George Gordon ſent three: one 
directed to me; one to my brother Thomas, on 
the debtors ſide; and one to Mr. Villette, the or- 
dinary of Newgate. : 
O: Is that the pamphlet (handing it to the wit- 
neſs ) which was directed to you? 
4. It is; I wrote my name at the top of it. 
L. Do you know the hand-writing of the di- 
rection: ? 
A. Yes. 
9, Whoſe hand-writing is it ? 
A. Lord George Gordon's. 
9. Have you ſeen his Lordſhip write ? 
A. ] have. One of the pamphlets is directed 
to Mr. Akerman; I ſaw Lord George Gordon 
Try z write 
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write that in his own parlour. His Lordſhip often 
wanted to go in to the condemned convicts: 1 
told him I could not let him in without an order 
from Mr. Akerman or the Sheriffs. He frequently 
aſked me how he was to apply to get admittance 
into the gaol: I told him he muſt apply to the 
Sheriffs, or to Mr. Akerman. | 

O. Did you at any time go to Lord George 
Gordon's houſe ? 

A. Yes, I did, on Friday the 26th of January. 

Q: Relate what paſſed then. | 


A. I knocked at the door; the footman that 


brought the three pamphlets came down and 
opened the door. I aſked if his Lordſhip was at 
home: he ſaid he was. I ſaid give my compli- 
ments to his Lordſhip, tell him my name is Pitt, 
and that I come from Newgate; that I ſhould be 
glad to ſpeak with him. His Lordſhip ſent for 
me up ſtairs. I told him there was a ſad piece 


of work about theſe pamphlets : he ſaid, © Don't 


% you mind it; I am ready for them, let them 
« begin as ſoon as they will.” I ſat down, and 
had a glaſs of rum and water. I looked behind 
me; there I ſaw a pile of theſe pamphlets. I ſaid 
there are ſome of them here: he ſaid © Yes; has 
ce Mr, Akerman had one?” I ſaid I cannot ſay 
that he has. He ſaid © Will you be ſo kind as to 


© take him on-?” I ſaid I will; will you write 


your compliments upon the back of it? His Lord- 
ſp then wrote his compliments to Mr. Akerman 
on the back of one of the pamphlets, and gave it 
me: he gave me one or two more. 

Q. Did you aſk his Lordſhip any queſtions re- 
ſpecting the two perſons you mentioned, as diſ- 
perſing theſe pamplets? 

A. I aſked him where they lived, and then he 


9. Look 


wrote down their directions. 


[ 


2. Look at that paper? 
A. This is the direction; 1 ſaw Ka George 


Gordon write 1t. 


| The following Exhibits were read by the Aſſociate : 


“ Lord George Gordon's Compliments to Mr. 
« Akerman, January 26, 1787.“ written upon 
one of the Pamphlets. 


Te Agares of the Perjons «who delivered FY Pam- 
| phlets. 


Mr. Mowatt, at the Hat-maker's, Long's 
c Court, St. Martin's. 

4 Mr. De Fleury and Miſs De F leury, at Mr. 
ce Tam, „ 


Jenn Pr 
Croſs-examined ly Lord GROROE GoR DON. 


. I deſire you to tell me whether any converſa- 

tions 2 ever had with you was to ſtir up the priſon- 
ers to any violence of conduct, or whether it was 
not after I had told you and your brother that I 
thought that the felony laws were too ſanguine, and 
alſo that they had not had their effect by ; deterring 
people from committing thefts in all parts of the 
kingdom, and that you faid alſo that you was 
tired with ſeeing of blood ſhed ? 
Al. I never faid any ſuch word. If I muſt tell 
the truth I was always glad to get away from you; 
IJ often made uſe of many feints; I would not hold 
you in diſcourſe. 

9. You ſaid I ſaid let them go on. Do you 
think I meant the priſoners or the King's ſervants 
to g on? - 
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A. I can't tell who you meant. 

9. You ſay I made uſe of thoſe words ? 

Les. 

9. Whether you was not ſent for by Government 
about theſe pamphlets ? 

A. No. | 

9. Did not ſomebody come to you on the part 
of Government to enquire about it? 

Tes. 

9. And then you came and told me there was a 
deal of enquiries about this pamphlet ? 

A. Tes. 

9. And then I ſaid let them go on, I am ready 
for them? 

A. Yes. 

Q. It did not relate to the priſoners you ſee ? 

A. I can't tell what it related to. 


[The Libel read as follows.) 


The PRISONERS PETITION fo the Right Honourable 


Lord GEORGE GORDON, 70 preſerve their Lives 


and Liberties, and prevent their Baniſhment to 
Botany Bay. Fondon: Printed by Thomas 
Wilkins, No. 23, Aldermanbury. 1786. 


My LORD, 


E the Priſoners whoſe names are under- 
written, galled with fetters of iran, and 
appointed to death in England, or condemned to 


perpetual exile and arbitrary government in a 


barbarous Country abroad, where the remainder 
of our lives is determined to be made bitter 


with hard bondage, moſt earneſtly intreat your 


Lordſhip to hear our ſighs and groans, and to 
let the diſtreſſes of your tcllow-creatures, whoſe 
afflictions have found no profit, help, allevia- 

tion, 


* 


p (= N 

tion, or benefit of the clergy, penetrate to your 
compaſſion, and incline your heart, and direct 
your will to preſerve us, if you have the power, 
from the dread execution of the doom and ſen- 
tence pronounced on our treſpaſſes. 

We are not ſo ſhameleſs of face, or hardened, 
as to ſay that we are righteous, and have done 
no ſin; for verily we have ſinned, we have been 
guilty, we have deceived, we have ſpoken 
falſely; we have way-laid the unwary in his 
footpath, we have arreſted the traveller on the 
highway, we have robbed, we have committed 

iniquity and wickedneſs, we have infeſted the 
ſtreets of the city, we have done violence, we 
have cauſed the terror by night, we have occa- 
ſioned diſtreſs by day, we have erred and ſet bad 
examples, we have led a riſing generation aſtray, 
we have been ſuffered to grow up as a plague to 
the people, for their fins, as a peſt in their play 
houſes, in their churches, in their courts of 
juſtice, and at their executions ; our young ones 
allo ſwarm and neſtle in their avenues ; even the 
King's companies are diſhonoured by Thieves 
and Plunderers: We have departed from the 
commandments of God, and refuſed to keep 
his laws. Bleſſed art thou, O Lord our God, 
King of the Univerſe, that thou beſtoweſt gra- 
ciouſneſs, confeſſion, and repentance to ſinners! 

We are neither ſo 1gnorant or. ſo preſump- 
tuous as to imagine to eſcape the juſt judgments 
of God, in this world, for our public wrongs 
and offences againſt our neighbours, by a mere 
confeſſion of our faults with penitence and con- 
trition; for in our preſent humiliation and 
mourning before him, for our treſpaſſes of 
thievery, the thoughts of our rent hearts are 
not proudly ſet againſt the Lawgiver, to require 
one 
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one jot or one tittle of mitigation of our own 


deſerved puniſhment from our rulers, or to 


change or alter the decree of his appointed law. 


The law of the Lord is perfect, converting the 
ſoul; the judgments of the Lord are true and 
righteous altogether. With righteouſneſs ſhall 
he judge the world, and the people with equity. 
Till heaven and earth paſs, one jot or one tittle 
ſhall in no wiſe paſs from the law, till all be ful- 


filled. Kings ſhall not add thereto nor dimi- 


niſh from it. For the Lord is our God, the Lord 
15 our Judge, the Lord 1s our lawgiver : may 
his will be done on earth as it is in heaven, and 
his kingdom come quickly in our days 

But we have reaſon to cry aloud from our 
dungeons and priſon-ſhips, in defence of our 
lives and liberties, in this advanced period of 
the world (when many kingdoms and common- 
wealths affect holineſs unto the Lord, and pro- 
feſs to take hold out of all languages of the na- 
tions, even to take hold of the ſkirt of him that 


is a Jew, ſaying, We will go with you, for we 


have heard that God is with you) that the juſt 
puniſhment ordained by God for our treſpaſſes 
of thievery, is profanely altered by men like 
ourſelves, that his adequate judgment of our 


offences mingled with mercy, is not executed 


upon us in righteouſneſs ; that the everlaſting 
law of his ſtatutes 1s changed and perverted to 
our deſtruction, and the true record of the Al- 


mighty, is falſified and eraſed by the lawyers 


and judges (who ſit with their backs to the 
words of the living God, and the fear of man 
before their faces) till the ſtreets of our city have 
run down with a ftream of blood, inftead of 
righteouſneſs, as it is at this day; juſt as if the 
kingdoms and commonwealths, at this advanced 

Kra, 


0 
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ra, were ſtill aliens from the commonwealth 
of Iſrael, and ſtrangers from the covenants of 
promiſe, having no hope, and without God in it 
the world. How long, O Lord! ſhall theſe 1 
whited walls of council, who fit to judge the : 
people after the law, command us to be hanged, 
contrary to the law ? They tithe Mint and Rue 
and all manner of herbs, by making long 
charges to the juries, with a ſhew of Jv 
and religion, and afterwards paſs over judgment 
and the love of God, by pronouncing the ſen- 
tence of death upon us, and ſhedding our inno- 
cent blood for expiable treſpaſſes which do not 
require our cutting off from the people. Surely 
then ſhall the blood of our lives be required at 
their hands, life for life, baniſhment for baniſh- 
ment. Whoſo ſheddeth man's blood, by man 
ſhall his blood be ſhed; for in the image of 
God made he man. 

There is now but a ſtep between us and eter- 
nity, it behoves us therefore to be inſtant in 
ſpeaking the truth, and to demand ſpeedy juſ- 
tice : the hangman and the ſcaffolding of the 
New Drop is already prepared for our execu- 
tions on one hand, and Governor Phillip, and 
military tyranny, at Botany-Bay, awaits us on 
the other; we are accounted as ſheep for the 
laughter, as men of death in the eye of the 
law of England, copied from the laws of Draco, 
written in blood, the Athenian laws, the Hea- 
then laws, the Roman laws, the Goths laws, 
the laws of bloody king Henry the firſt, ſince 
whoſe reign the ſtealing above the value of 
twelve-pence, (which ſum was the ſtandard in 
the time of king Athelſtan, eight hundred years 
ago) is at common law regularly death. Which, 
conſidering the great intermediate altcration in 
| 5 | | the 
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the price or denomination of money, is un- 
doubtedly a very barbarous conſtitution; and 
made the humane Sir Henry Spelman (above 
a century ſince, when money was at twice its 
preſent ' rate) complain, that while every thing 
elſe was riſen in its nominal value, and become 
dearer, the life of man had continually grown 
cheaper.. From ſuch horrid and blaſphemous 
precedents of h cAthen legiſlators, as well as 
from the unreaſonableneſs and inefficacy of 
the practice, many learned and pious men in 
Europe, like Sir Henry Spelman, have queſtioned 
the propriety and lawfulneſs of Ing ca- 
pital puniſhment for theft. The ſyſtem 
of ſatisfactions propoſed by Sir Thomas More, 
and the Marquis de Beccaria, at the diſ- 
tance of more than two centuries, were much 

nearer an obedience to the infallible law of 
God, than the ſanguinary ſtatutes of any of the 
Chriſtian Kingdoms are at this day. The pride 
and ſtubbornneſs of the hearts of the Kings, 
their Eccleſiaſtics, and Sycophants, have con- 
tinually deſpiſed” the lawgiver, and blaſphemed 
with Pharaoh, ſaying, Who 1s the Lord, that 
we ſhould obey his voice to let Iſrael go? We 
know not the Lord, neither will we let Iſrael 
Thus notwithſtanding all the remonſtrances, 

| ſufferings, and proteſtations of honeſt and good 
men for many ages paſt, and the falſe pretences 
of benevolence and juſtice among the Eccle- 
ſiaſtics and Kings, the puniſhment of theft {till 
continues, throughout the greateſt part of Eu- 
rope, to be capital. Puffendorf alſo, and Sir 
Matthew Hale, two arrogant lawyers, both pre- 
ſumed to ſport the fame heathen opinion, puffed 
up with human learning and the wiſdom of 
man, that it might be Tawful on all occaſions 
to 


_ 


1 
to refer to the deciſion of earthly legiſlators to 
judge (inftead of God) when crimes required 
the ſanguinary puniſhment of dividing the ſoul 


from the body. Theſe are they who have de- 


voured Jacob, their ſins are as ſcarlet, the peo- 
ples blood have they ſhed like water, they have 
defiled the royal law of liberty by their forcible 
entries with heathen inſtitutes. Wherefore 
ſhould they longer ſay, Where is our God? 
Let him be known among the heathen in our 
fight by the revenging of the blood of his ſer- 
vants which is ſhed. Let the ſighing of the 
priſoner come before thee, O Lord! according 
to the greatneſs of thy power preſerve thou thoſe 
that are appointed to die! f 
We look with concern and abhorrence on the 
bloody hue of the felony laws, and the frequent 
executions in England, in this reign, under a 
nominal adminiſtration of juſtice, ſince the time 
our eyes have been opened to the expecta- 
tion of ſalvation, pardon, expiation, and deliver- 
ance in this world, through the divine provi- 
dence, juſtice, and mercy of God's holy law, 
in favour of our caſes, annulling the rigour of 
our ſentences, and in arreſt of the perverted 


judgments pronounced upon us. It would be 


blaſphemy to compare the laws of the nations 
-with the laws of Gop, or to ſet up the rebel- 
lious judgments of men againſt the decree of the 
Almighty. The Lord is a God of judgment, 
bleſſed are all they that wait for him. Save us, 


O Lord our God! and ſend enlargement, that 


we may give praiſe unto thy holy name, and 
be made itedfaſt in thy commandments and per- 
fect. in thy law: O hide not thyſelf from us in 
times like theſe, but cauſe us to. return unto 


thee, O our King! and we ſhall return; re- 
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new the days as of old, when thou broughteſt 
thy people out of the land of Egypt, out of the 
houſe 7 bondage, and talkeſt with them from 
heaven, and gavedſt them true ſtatutes and 
judgments, in which all the nations of the earth 
ſhall be bleſſed: reſtore thy righteous judges 
as at the firſt, and thy wiſe counſellors as at 
the beginning ! | . 
We ſhall not be contradicted in aſſerting, 
that plunderers and thieves of all ranks, deno- 
minations, and ages, have been encreaſed, in- 
ſtead of diminiſhed, by ſubſtituting. heathen 
cruelties, in England, in place of the merciful 
puniſhment of God's appointment ; even as the 
plagues were multiplied and came up into the 
courts and chambers of Pharaoh and his coun- 
ſellors, who were hardened to deſtruction. Nor 
have theſe ſinful commutations of his judgments 
and ſtatutes, theſe preſumptuous perverſions of 
the ſure ways of the Almighty, who ſeeth the 
end of all matters at their firſt beginning, nor 
theſe miſchiefs framed by laws, availed Eng- 
land in our days. God is juſt in all the re- 
bellions, plots, tumults, diſcontents, corruption, 
revolt of colonies, fires, dearneſs of proviſions, 
factions, loſs of trade, grievous taxes, felonies, 
murders, perjuries, evil counſellors about the 
Throne, and a general diminiſhing, that are 
come upon the nation; for he hath dealt truly 
and we have done wickedly ; our King, our 
Princes, our Judges, our Lawyers, our Par- 
lament, and our People, in deſpiſing the counſel 
of the God in heaven above and upon earth be- 
neath, and truſting in the counſel of man, 
whoſe breath is in his noſtrils. Ceaſe ye from 
man, for wherein 1s he to be accounted of ? 
What is he, What is his life ? What is his pi- 
. ety? 


* 
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ety? What is his righteouſneſs ? What is his 


help? What is his ſtrength, What is his power? 
What is his law? Behold the mighty men are 
as nothing before God, and the moſt famous 
Kings as if they were not: and the wiſe men as 


if they had no knowledge: and the intelligent 


as though void of underſtanding : for the greater 
part of their actions are emptineſs, and the days 
of their lives but vanity in his preſence : the 


nations alſo are reputed as nothing before him, 


and the Illes as a very little thing. 

If any Atheiſts, Infidels, or Idolaters, ſhould 
ſay that by aboliſhing all the heathen cruelties 
and practices remaining in the European laws, 
at this moment, and returning in faith to the 


good old paths, the healing ways of the moſt 
high God, that in the preſent ill-educated and 


diſobedient generations throughout the King- 
doms, the difficulties and perplexities of their 
reſpective governors would encreaſe, and that 
the diſtreſſes and terrors of ſociety would be 


enlarged We beg leave to anſwer by remind- 


ing them, that in a former rebellion (when the 
people forgot God their Saviour, which had 
done great things in Egypt, and believed not 
his word, but murmured againſt the law and 
altered it, that he lifted up his hand againſt 
them alſo, to overthrow them, to incorporate 
them with ſtrange nations their natural enemies, 
and to ſcatter them in their lands, becauſe they 


had joined themſelves to Baal-Perazin, the God 


of diviſions and diſſipation, and did eat the 
ſacrifices of the dead, and ſhed innocent blood 
till the land was polluted with blood, and pro- 
voked him to anger with their innovations and 
inventions, till plagues broke in upon them); 


that even then, when Phinenas ſtood up, like a 


new 
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new chief juſtice; in the midſt of their calami- 
ties, and executed judgment with righteouſneſs, 
all their plagues were ſtayed immediately. In 
returning and confidence they were ſaved. At 
other times too of famine; ſore ſickneſſes, earth 
uakes, ſeditions, privy conſpiracy, aſſaſſins, 
and all troubles, God has delivered the lovers 
of his law from death, priſons, captivity, and 
baniſhment, and redeemed them in wars from 
the power of the ſword. Yea, he has even ex- 
tended the covenant of his mercy and peace, 
in this world, and accounted everlaſting right- 
ecouſneſs, to well diſpoſed individuals and their 
families, who like the Harlot Rahab; - have 
ſhewed kindneſs to his people who lift up and | 
rejoice in his laws in the midſt of the nations. 
The /ecret of the Lord is continually with them 
that fear him, even in our days, as it was in the 
beginning is now and ever will be, there ſhall 
no evil befall them, neither ſhall any plague 
come nigh their dwellings, for he ſhall give 
his angels charge over them, to keep them in 
all their ways. He will be with them in trou- 
ble, he will deliver them, and honour them, 
his truth ſhall be their ſhield and buckler, they 
ſhall not be afraid for: the terror by night, nor 
for the peſtilence that walketh in darkneſs, nor 
for the deſtruction that waſteth at noon-day; 
thouſands ſhall fall at their fide, and ten thou- 
ſands at their right hand, but it ſhall not come 
nigh them, only with their eyes ſhall they be- 
hold and ſee the reward of the wicked, the per- 
verters of his Judgments. Except the Lord 
keep the Kings, the Governments, the Judges, 
the Cities, the Courts, and the Chambers, the 
Watchman waketh but in vain, 
i. | If 
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It we had committed capital crimes, and were 


to be judged and executed according to God's 


law, our ſouls would then be juſtly cut off from 
the face of the earth, from the boſom of Abra - 
ham, and from the preſence and pardon of God 
to all eternity; ſouls ſhould . not in that caſe 
anſwer for-our ſouls ; but let not our blood fall 
to the earth before the face of the Lord for the 
pardonable treſpaſſes of thievery, for which the 
Savioun does not require our blood. O ſove- 
reign God ! who ſitteſt on the throne of com- 
paſſion, grant us the remiſſion of our iniqui- 
ties, cauſing them to paſs away in their order. 
May our neighbours judge not our lives to the 


cutting off, or to baniſhment, contrary to the 


law, leſt the juſt One judge their ſouls to the 
cutting off, or to exile, agreeable to the pro- 
miſe ; but let them forgive us our treſpaſſes pf 
the law, in love, fulfilling the law of treſpaſs, 


as we ſhall forgive. them their unlawful treſ- - 


paſſes againſt our lives and liberties, in the day 
of our reſtitution and latonement in righteouſ- 
neſs before the Lord, and in mutual forgive- 


neſs and reconciliationza$ brethren. Be wiſe now 
therefore, O ye Kings.; be inſtructed, ye Judges 
of the earth. A true law hath the Almighty , 


given to his people, by the hand of Moſes h:s 
ſervant, the faithful in his houſe. The Al- 
mighty will never change or alter his law. May 
he give grace and truth to our rulers, judges; 
and lawyers, to fulfil it towards us in righteouſ- 
neſs, and not to deſtroy it, otherwiſe, they ſhall 


in po caſe enter into the Kingdom of heaven. 
May the Kings of the nations ſpeedily become. 


as patterns of faith, life, and manners to their 
ſubje&s, righteous before God, walking in all 
the commandments and ordinances of the Lord 

1 C blameleſs; 


* 

* 

o 
. 
= J 

y 

"4 * 
2. A 
3 Va 
*. * 
4 * 
$41} 
. 
r 
K-24 
3K. 
> 
* + 
1 
e 
19 
3 5 
ws; 
as [ 
 "Yy 
N 

445% 
© WE 
"* 
9 
X 
IM 

l 
* 
q 
1 

12. K 
1 1 
7 14 1 
at * 
1 
1 
„ 
f A * 
A * 
. 
3 4 
1 
1 5 * 

new J 

N. 
44 TS. 
© Wnt 
Pay 
1 
if 40 

* 
1 

45% 
$3. 

* 5 
813 
” 
. 
2 

$ * 
» *Y 4 
1 * * 

4 14 
7 1 
99 
i 4 25 
1 7 
Ire 

1 
© SS 
F- - 
4%, 

k Fo 
' g 
1 * 
4 320 
19 J 
% LIES 

f TOI 
as ö 

if. 
of 4 
* 
Dn. 4 * 
T + 

5 SY 
4 » © 
2 44 
A 
4 * 

1 7 
l 
: fs 

*. 

| #4 * 
& . 

4 VA 
... 
+ 
* 

* 

F* ; 

bs „ 

= 3 
16> 
117 ry 
Pj oh by 
1% 

© 2 * 

2 1 
JT Ar 
147 ; 

&+3 
FEW... 
n * 
1 bt3 

$4.4 
T4 
* 

4 } 

1 
9 
1E. 
n 
8 

1 
i - 
- 18 * 

WY l 
1 
4 2 
o 1 * 
oF 
8 
18 
n 

” 

we,” 

1 

— 4 

ZH 

wy 

'* 

io 

; 48 

2 

1-93 


4 
ja 
2 
SEAT 
* 
2 
285 
Foo 
$8 
__ 
a 
75 2 
3 # * 


A li Eh I 


4 

15 
* 
= 


— — — — 


be eh Si 


= 


— n 
re 
— . . 


l 
= 
it 


by x | 
- — — : 
= : 
C 2 2 — 


A 'nogg” 
©» 400 


TI Boas tation G0 om OD = 
4; "Sev "1 * 2 * 2 SIO _— FE > TIX: A ; ** rr = ; N — E . . 
2 8 5 / r * WO beg TER 7 $95.4, va 3 Peg po, oe, > - * . Pr * 1 
3 > N 4 2 1 - 2 3 . — e 8 eg ' & 4 9 , 4p AD » - 4 WF i, OY a 4 0 \ — "PI" — 
6 — IONTn wo 2 * * . »» A 24 r * * * FETAL "= Ga 5 4 * * 
= — 8 >= 3 — 2 2 N ——B - HO" 7 . £ 


TJ 
blameleſs; may they take heed to themſelves 
that their hearts be not beguiled, and they turn 


aſide, and ſerve other gods, and bow down unto 
them, and the anger of the Lord be kindled 


_ againſt them, and they periſh quickly. May 
they love the Lord our God with all their hearts, 
with all their fouls, and with all their might, 
and diligently teach his ſtatutes and judgments 
unto their children, and remember all the com- 
- mandments of the Lord, and do them. May 
they conſider it in their hearts that the Lord he 
is the God, and there is none beſide him, and 


that he that ſpeaketh evil of his brother, and 


judgeth his brother, ſpeaketh evil of the law, 


and judgeth the law: but if thou judge the law, 


thou art not a doer of the law, but a judge. 
There is one lawgiver, who 1s able to fave and 


to deſtroy : who art thou that judgeſt another ? 
We again entreat your lordſhip: to become 

our good interceſſor with the King and the 

Rulers, and to exert your ſtrongeſt endeavours 


to ſave our lives and liberties, and to prevent 
our baniſhment to Botany Bay. 


So ſhall your petitioners ever pray for your 
Lordſhip, &c. &c. &c. 


* „. RICHARD ARK ERMAN I wern. 9 


e Examined by Mr. BRaRcRorr. 
a+ * {7 
©. I believe about the time of the publication of 


this pamphlet that has been given ih evidence it 
was a general talk that there was a deſign to tranſ- 
port perſons under ſentence to Botany-Bay ? 


A. There was, 


. 37 


Mr. Joskrn RokrRrs (fern. ) 


"+ 5 o 


Examined by Mr. BEARCROFT: 


D. Mr. Roberts, have you examined theſe 'co- 


pies with the original records 8 at es proper office ? 

A. T have: 

3% Are they true copies ? 

A. They are. 

Mr. Bearcroft. Theſe are office copies of the 
records of the conviction of ſeveral perſons who 
were confined in Newgate and 1n the New Gaol: 
We produce them to ſupport the allegation in the 
information, that at the time of the publiſhing 
this libel there were divers perſons confined in di 
vers gaols in this kingdom under ſentence of death 
or 3 | 


They Were read by the Aſeciate, and were, 


An office copy of the record of the conviction of 


james Watts and Francis Hardy, for a highway 
robbery in the county of Middleſex, who both re- 
ceived ſentence of death 

An office copy of the record of the convidiai of 
Hugh Macdonald, for ſhop-lifting in the county 
of Middleſex, who received ſentence of death; 

An office copy of the record of the conviction of 
Charles King and Thomas Thompſon, for a bur- 
glary in the e city of London, who received ſentence 
of death; 

An office copy of the record of the conidia of 
John Chriſtmaſs, for felony in the county of Surry, 
who received ſentence of tranſportation for ſeven 
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An office copy of the record of the oonviction of 


William Yardley, for felony in the county of Surry, 
who received ſentence of tranſportation for ſeven 


years. 


9. to Mr. Richard Akerman, Was James Watts 
in your cuſtody under that ſentence ? 
A. He was: he was convicted in the December 


ſeſſion. 3 ö | 
©. Was Francis Hardy likewiſe in your cuſ- 


tody ? 
2 He was. _ 5 3 | 
9, Was Hugh Macdonald in your cuſtody ? 
A. He was. . 


9, Were Charles King and Thomas Thompſon 
in your cuſtody ? - > 
1 


Mr. RICHARD AK ERMAN, 
Croſs-examined by Lord GxoRGE GORDON. 


9. Had I the ſmalleſt connection with thoſe 
priſoners that they have aſked you about? 

A. Not that I know of, . 

S: Had I any connection in ſending the peti- 
tions to any particular priſoners? or did I direct 
them to you, to the two turnkeys, and Mr. Vil- 
lette, the ordinary of Newgate ? | 

A. I got one of them; I read it, and deſired 
they would not.deliver any. | | 

9, Did you underſtand that I had the ſmalleſt 
connection with the priſoners ? 
Al. I never heard that you had. I heard you 

had been at the debtors fide, and had ſeen a debtor 
in the lodge, but not to go into the priſon. 
Q. How long was that before this time? 

A. A great While before, 


Mr. 


„ 
= Me. | kia (fworn.) 


| Examined by Mr. ERSKINE. 


- You are the keeper of the New Gaol ? 
Yes. 


I had. 
Had you William Yardley in your cuſtody ? 


I had, 


NS N Na 


Mr. HALL, 


Croſs-examined by Lord GRoROE GORDON. 


Q. Do you know me by ſight? 
A. I do not know the Gentleman. 


Q: You are the keeper of the New Gaol, are 


you? | 
1 


9. Did Lord George Gordon ever ſend any 


' petitions to you? 
A, No. 
| 5 Did he ſend any to any of your priſdncyy ? 


Not that I know of. 
. Had he ever any connection or intercourſe 


with either of the perſons whoſe names you have 
repeated now ? 

A. Not that 1 know of. 

Q, Were there any papers delivered at your 
gaol to ſtir up your priſoners to ſedition ? : 

A. I heard there were papers delivered at New- 
gate, but I did not hear of any being delivered at 
my priſon. 


The End of the Evidence for the Crown. 
C3 Lord 


2 — -- 
DID he 


Had you John Chriſtmaſs in your cuſtody ? | 
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Lord Gzorce GorDON, 
Gentlemen of the Jury, 


IT HE reaſon of my having turned my mind 
particularly to the laws of theft in this country, 
particularly with reſpect to their being various 
Bo God's laws, and the conſequence of their be- 
ing put into execution, was on this wile : I had a 
theft committed by one of my own fervants ; and 
when he was detected in it, and was going to be 
diſcharged for it, he declared himſelf actuated by 
the devil, or ſome evil ſpirit, and that he could 
not help himſelf in what he did; and he begged 
] would not diſcharge him, and make his crime 
notorious, but that I would excuſe him for it, 
The matter was not great; it was only about eigh- _ 
teen pence in four and ſixpence: he was ſent to 
buy a thing, he charged four ſhilliigs and ſixpence, 
and I think he only gave three ſhillings for it; the 
perſon he bought it of told me : he came after- 
wards, and aſked, me how I liked the article, be- 
cauſe he thought it was very cheap; it was a fowl. 
Having occaſion always to obſerye the ſame rule 


in my private family by the law of God as I do 


in my public conduct, ſome people told him in 
my houſe he would be hanged, if my Lord choſe 
it; this frightened him very much, and to turn 
him away with a character of that kind I did not 
r | 

J looked into the law of God, and found it re- 
quired no man's blood to be taken away ; and 
there are many other countries beſides this where 


no man's blood is ſhed for the treſpaſs of thievery. 
| Having conſidered this, and the number of perſons 


whoſe blood is ſhed in this country, and that it 
did 


T 41 7] 


did not deter others from thievery, and that the 
Judges are obliged to fend them into a foreign 
country, and not to execute their own law upon 
them, (for the law is death, if it is above a ſhilling;) 
therefore they have drawn up thoſe laws to fend 


them to Botany-Bay, where a military government 


is eſtabliſhed for them, as is ſer forth in this paper ; 
there is neither Judge, Jury, nor Counſel allowed 
to the priſoners, whatever offences they may com- 
mit, at Botany-Bay, 

Having turned theſe things ia my mind, * 
having heard how much the hearts of the Judges 
were melted and ſoftened by pronouncing the ſen- 
tence of death by the impoſition of human laws, 
contrary to God's law, and thoſe laws, though 
there is much human wiſdom in them, having not 
any effect, I choſe to communicate my ſentiments 
before I did it to the public or the priſoners them- 
' ſelves. I went to Lord Mansfield, but could gain 
no admittance. I went next to Judge Gould; 
mentioned my buſineſs; he deſired me to tay 
breakfaſt with him, and converſe more fully with 
: him; and there were tears in his eyes when I was 
talking about it: and he deſired me to put my ſen- 
timents upon paper in a proper way, that they 
might be known, and that they might come before 
the Legiſlature and the Government of the Coun- 
try; becauſe, as the laws now ſtand, the Judges 
are ſhut up to pronounce according to the letter of 

the law. 

Having heard Judge Gould ſay chat, I alſo went 
to the Recorder. This was about the middie of 
December. The Recorder ſaid alſo he wiſhed the 
Legiſlature would take up this buſineſs, and alter 
the laws, and that the $aols all over the kingdom 


were crowded; and Judge Gould ſaid it had no 


effect at all, for ſome men had been hanged in 
C4 Holborn 
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Holborn (Walker I think it was), and a gold watch 


was picked out of a gentleman's pocket whilſt. 


ſentence was executing. He ſaid, they were con- 
trary to the law of God, but agreeable to the law 


of the land; and the Judges are bound to pro- 


nounce according to the evidence brought of a 
priſoner's having committed thoſe crimes. | 
From this I went to Sheriff Le Meſurier to afk 
for permiſſion to ſpeak to ſome of the moſt pru- 
dent perſons who were under ſentence of death for 
ſmall thefts, thought to be objects of mercy, or 
thought to be included in being tranſported o 
Botany-Bay. Mr. Le Meſurier did not know me; 
T only fimply went into the Sheriffs Office. Firſt 
I went to Newgate, to aſk if they would allow me 
to fee any of the prifoners : they ſaid no, not with- 
out an order from the Sheriffs. I went to Sheriff 
Le Meſurier : he ſaid he would make out an order 
for my admiſſion : he, while he was making out 
the order, ſaid, What is your name? I told him: 
then he ſtopped all of a ſudden. He ſaid, * You 
have ſome reaſon for going there?“ I told him 
T had, that I had been with Judge Gould and the 
Recorder upon the ſubject, and my heart was full 
of it, and the hearr of every man ought to be full 
of it, to ſee the lives of fellow creatures taken 
away, Contrary to the law of God, He faid, 


Pooh, pooh, I ſhall not attend to it at all.“ 


Having made uſe of theſe words, I took him u 


in a ſolemn language; I addreſſed myſelf to him 
in ſuch a manner that | made him beg my pardon 


three times before his own clerks in the office, not 
by any threats of beating, or the like, but by lan- 
guage applied to his heart. Finding J could get 
no acceſs to ſpeak to any of the particular priſon- 
ers, I ſpoke to Mr. Pitt and Mr. Villette, the or- 
dinary of Newgate, and he agreed with me that 

| | | the 


1 1 


the laws of God were exactly as I faid, but he 
thought it was not his duty to tell the people when 
they were dying, that the laws of God were con- 
trary to the laws they were going to be executed 


upon. I told him he did not do his duty to God 


if he did not. After this I went home to my own 
houſe, and put ſome of my ſentiments upon paper. 
Lou will obſerve that there is no proof brought 
of my having written it at all. They ſay I have 
vritten it and publiſhed it, &c. they have proved 
the publication of it in a manner. 7 

The information ſays, it was written maliciouſly, 
ſcandalouſly, and with ſuch views which were not in 
my Heart at all. I have told my Lord, and the 
Jury, the motives that were in my heart; and you 
ſee, that ſo far from my ideas, as the Attorney Ge- 
neral has wickedly inſinuated, having tended to 
ſubvert order in the country, he himſelf, and his 
aſſociates, and the Government, and the Parlia- 


ment, have drawn up a bill to alter the law in this 
caſe as much as I could with it to be altered; it is 


from death to milder puniſhment. 
So far from any man having committed any 


crime in ſupporting the law of God in preference 


to the law of man upon all occaſions, that in laſt 
Saturday night's Gazette the King ſtates in his 
proclamation that the ſtrict obſervation of God's 
law is abſolutely neceſſary for his ſubjects of all 
ranks to bring a bleſſing upon his people and go- 
vernment. I could have brought in evidence, that 
the King, in his own proclamation, has ſaid no 
more than I have ſaid in this. I wiſh God's laws 
to be eſtabliſhed in this country as I do all over the 
world, that people's hearts may be glad. I do 
with God to be not only over this country but 
over the whole world, and it is time God's law 
ſhould be over the whole world, 


Gentlemen, 
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Gentlemen, the Attorney General ſaid it was 
with a ſeditious view, and that the viſits to the 


priſoners were at the time of the publication of 
the pamphlets. The viſits to the priſoners were 


at the time I have mentioned, and not at the time 
of the publication of the pamphlets ; and that 
ſuch pamphlets as were upon the ſubject of the 
priſoners were not ſent in to the priſoners to ſtir 
them up, or ſent to them during the execution, 
when the Parſon would be obliged” to eat up all he 
ſaid, or to lye before the people. T hat would. 
have been the time to ſtir them up; bur I did no 


ſuch thing, I ſent them to Mr. Pitt and his brother, 
and when Mr. Pitt came to my houſe for ſomes he 


faid, why-did not your Lordfhip ſend one to Mr. 
Akerman, he is a good fort of a man, and he will 
think it very odd. I declare to God theſe are the 
words, he will think. it very odd you ſhould ſend 
us the pamphlets, and not ſend one to him, who 
is the keeper of the gaol; which I did, 
You fee they do not prove the ſmalleſt con- 
nection between me and thoſe priſoners; whatever 
their ſentences were, whether death or baniſh- 


ment, 1 don't know which, though they ſtate in 
their information that I publiſhed and wrote it, 


and ſtirred them up in ſeveral gaols. There is 
only one gaol with which they prove the ſmalleſt 
connection at all; with the New Gaol in the Bo- 


rough they prove no kind of connection whatever. 


There is another thing, and this is a very ſe- 


rious part I am going to ) ſay now, that either the 


Judge, I don't know very properly that I may 
call Judge Buller the Judge in the beginning of 
the proceedings, becauſe there was a ſenior Judge 
then in the Court of King's Bench—that either 
the Judge and the Court of King's Bench are 
wrong in the manner in which they have — 

[1 18 


ST: 


this proceeding to go on, or the Attorney and 
Solicitor General are wrong in the way they have 
gone on; both theſe Informations are brought 
againſt me: this one is ſixteen months ago; the 
other information, which you are to try alſo, the 
French information, is ten months ago, Auguſt 


1 | 


7 


The informations ex icio are brought to trial 


* without any previous finding by the Grand Jury, 
only upon the information of the Attorney Ge- 
neral, and no previous finding by the way of in- 
dictment; therefore there is no criminality paſſed 
by any evidence upon this proſecution againſt my 
conduct as yet, and the only legal methods of 
theſe informations is this: * Informations are of 


66 
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two forts; firſt, thoſe which are partly at the 
ſuit of the King, and partly at that of a ſub- 
jets and ſecondly, ſuch as are only in the 


name of the King: the former are uſually 


brought upon penal ſtatutes, which inflict a 
penalty upon conviction of the offender, one 
part to the uſe of the King, and another to the 
uſe of the informer, and are a fort of Qui tam 
actions (the nature of which was explained in 
a former volume) only carried on by a criminal 
inſtead of a civil proceſs, upon which I ſhall 
therefore only obſerve, that by the ſtatute 
31 Eliz. cap. 5. no proſecution upon any penal 
ſtatute, the ſuit and benefit whereof are limitted 
in part to the King, and in part to the pro- 
ſecutor, can be brought by any common in- 
former after one year is expired ſince the com- 
miſſion of the offence, nor on behalf of the 
Crown after the lapſe of two years longer; nor 
where the forfeiture is originally given only to 
the King can ſuch proſecution be had after the 
expiration of two years from the commiſſion of 
the offence. 


[ 4 ] 

„ The informations that are exhibited in the 
% name of the King alone are alſo of two kinds; 
« firſt, thoſe which are truly and properly his 
« own ſuits, and filed ex officio by his'own im- 
« mediate officer, the Attorney General; ſecond- 
e ly, thoſe in which though the King is the no- 
« minal proſecutor, yet it is at the relation 
% of ſome private perſon or common informer, 
* and they are filed by the King's Coroner and 
% Attorney in the Court of King's Bench, uſually 
& called the Maſter of the Crown Office, who is 
« for this purpoſe the ſtanding officer of the pub- 
« lic,” 1 ſhould ſtate to the Jury that this is in 
Judge Blackſtone's book, which I believe all the 
Judges approve of upon this fubje& :—< The 
objects of the King's own proſecutions, filed ex 
« officio by his own Attorney General, are pro- 
« perly ſuch enormous miſdemeanors as peculiarly 
<« tend to diſturb or endanger his government, or 
4 to moleſt or affront him in the regular diſ- 
« charge of his royal functions: for offences ſo 
« high and dangerous, in the puniſhment. or pre- 
ce vention of which a moment's delay would be 
4c fatal, the law has given to the Crown the power 
< of an immediate. proſecution, without waiting 
&« for any previous application to any other tri- 
4% buna].” 5 N x 

That is, without waiting for any previous find- 
ing by an indictment, to take the perſon imme- 
diately, ſuppoſing he has Government and the 
laws in ſuch a way that if you don't take him in 
the a& he will -turn them over ſo in a moment ; 
and in ſuch a caſe the Attorney General has a 
right to attach ſuch a perſon for fear he ſhould 
put his intentions into execution ; that if you don't 
take him immediately the Government is ſubvert- 


ed, and there is a good reaſon for keeping thoſe 
informations 
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informations ex officio upon the ſtatute books : I 
do nos ſay they are contrary to the laws of the 
land, but are very neceſſary when executed with 
Judgment, and not with views of harraſſing and 
vexation. - 55 
They have been above ten months in the firſt 
cauſe, and ſix months in the ſecond: now there 
are many Grand Juries have ſat within ten and 
within ſix months, and I have been at large all the 
time, and might communicate with whoever I 
pleaſed ; whereas, if they had proceeded properly 
in the buſineſs, my offence ought to have been ſo 
high that I ought to have been taken into cuſtody 
immediately, and tried in the immediate ſummary 
proceeding of the Judges, as it is in this caſe, 
without waiting for the previous finding of a Grand 
Jury: „ Which power, thus neceſſary not only 
e to the eaſe and ſafety, but even to the very ex- 
& iſtence of the executive magiſtrate, was origi- 
% nally reſerved in the great plan of the Engliſh 
&« Conſtitution, wherein proviſion is wiſely made 


&« for the due preſervation of all its parts. The 


© Objects of the other ſpecies of informations, 
« filed by the Maſter of the Crown-Office, upon 
& the complaint or relation of a private ſubject, 
e are any groſs and notorious miſdemeanors, riots, 
&« batteries, libels, and other immoralities of an 
<« atrocious kind, not peculiarly tending to diſturb 
ee the Government (for theſe are left to the care of 
<« the Attorney General,) but which on account of 
4 their magnitude or pernicious example deſerve 
« the moſt public animadverſion; and when an in- 
% formation is filed either thus, or by the At- 


« torney General ex officio, it muſt be tried by 


« a petit Jury of the county where the offence 
« ariſes; after which, if the defendant be found 
de guilty, the Court muſt be reſorted to for his 


r puniſhment.” Judge Blackſtone further adds, 
* 
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There can be no doubt but that this mode of 
% proſecution by information (or ſuggeſtion, ) filed 
« on record by the King's Attorney General, or 
« by his Coroner, or Maſter of the Crown. Office, 
« jn the Court of King's Bench, is as antient as 
& the common law itſelf : for as the King was 
<« bound to proſecute, or at leaſt to lend the ſanc- 
« tion of his name to a proſecutor, whenever a 
« Grand Jury informed him upon their oaths that 
“there was a ſufficient ground for inſtituting a 
« criminal ſuit; ſo when theſe his immediate 
« officers were otherwiſe ſufficiently aſſured that a 
man had committed a groſs miſdemeanor, either 
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g <« perſonally againſt the King or his Government, 
i « or againſt the public peace and good order, 
% they were at liberty, without waiting for any 5 


4 farther intelligence, to convey that information 
“eto the Court of King's Bench, by a ſuggeſtion. 
c on record, and to carry on the Proſecution i in his 
« Majeſty's name. But theſe informations (of 
« every kind) are confined by the conſtitutional 
« law to mere miſdemeanors only, for wherever 
* any capital offence is charged, the fame law re- 
« quires that the accuſation be warranted by the 
« oath of twelve men, before the party ſhall be 
e pur to anſwer it. And as to thoſe offences in 
ce which informations were allowed as well as in- 
« dictments, ſo long as they were confined to this 
« high and reſpectable juriſdiction, and were car- 
<« ried on in a legal and regular courſe in his Ma- 
<« jeſty's Court of King's Bench, the ſubject had 
« no reaſon to complain.” 

No man can have reaſon to complain if brought 
to an immediate trial without waiting for the accu- 
ſation being found by the Grand Jury, and that 
was the way 1 underſtood I ought to have been 

tried; and I want to know whether the court has 
winked 
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winked at .the manner of the Attorney General's 
going out of the mode of proſecuting it ; for if 
the Court countenances the Attorney General in 
proſecuting in a way that ſtates the offence to be 
10 great that a perſon muſt be proſecuted imme- 
diately, without waiting for a veri-ſimilitude of 
being found by a a- Grand Jury to be put upon 
trial "by their Peers, for if the Judges agree to 
thar, that Grand Juries ſhould be entirely left off 
in this country, as they have done in Botany-Bay, 
where there is no previous finding at all; the men 
are brought to trials there by the military, but 
here if they are brought to a civil tribunal out of 
the common form 1 am ſure a Judge of your 
Lordſhip's character will not countenance it, and 
therefore I want to know at what time it was the 
Court winked at this proſecution not being brought 
forward immediately, the offence being ſo atro- 
cious that there was not time to wait for the find- 
ing of a Grand Jury. 
„The ſame notice was given, the ſame pro- 
« ceſs was iſſued, the ſame pleas were allowed, 
ce the ſame trial by Jury was had, the ſame judg- 
ment was given by the ſame Judges; as if the 
> proſecution had originally been by indictment z 
e bur when the ſtatute 3 Hen. VII. cap. 1. had ex- 
« tended the juriſdiction of the Court of Star- 
« Chamber, the members of which were the ſole 
* Judges of the law, the fact, and the penalty.“ 
Here is another thing I have heard, that you 
hold this doctrine, this pernicious doctrine, that 
the Jury are not the Judges whether the libel is 
ſcandalous, falſe, and ſeditious, but that the Jury 
are only to judge whether the facts are proved or 
not: that does not relate to my caſe; I only give 
Mr. Juſtice Buller this opportunity in his charge 
to the J ury, to ſay whether the Jury are not * 
the 
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[ 301 
the Judges whether the libel is falſe, ſcandalous; | 
and ſeditious, or whether the Jury are merely con- 
fined tg ſay whether the facts ſtated are proved or 
not, becauſe I hold, and Mr. Erſkine, and ſome 
of the Judges, Judge Gould 1 believe, holds, that 
the Jury are to judge whether the libel itſelf is 
falſe, en, and ſeditious, as well as whe- 
ther che libel is proved to be. publiſhed by the 
rſon. I hold i it to be neceſſary to prove that: 
ut 1 only mention this becauſe I have a perfect 
opinion of Mr. Juſtice Buller's integrity; I have 
no doubt about his. being a man of ain 
well as of penetration and diſcernment. 
« And when the ſtatute 11 Hen. VII. cap. 3. 
< had permitted informations to be brought by 
< any informer upon any penal ſtatute not ex- 
< tending to life or member, at the Aſſizes, or 
<« before the Juſtices of the Peace, who were to 
< hear and determine the ſame according to their, 
d own diſcretion, then it was that the legal and 
« orderly juriſdiction of the Court of King's Bench 
« fell into diſuſe and oblivion ; and Empſon and 
% Dudley (the wicked inſtruments of King Hen. 
« ry VII.) by hunting out obſolete penalties, and 
this tyrannical mode of proſecution, with other 
<< oppreſſive devices, continually harraſſed the ſub- 
« ject, and fhamefully enriched the crown. The 
« [atter of theſe acts was ſoon indeed repealed by 
« ſtatute 1 Hen. VIII. cap. 6. but the Court of 
« .Star-Chamber continued in high vigour, and 
daily increaſing it's authority, for more than a 
<< century longer, till finally aboliſhed by ſtatute 
« 16 Car. I. cap. 10.” | 
This practice was entirely put an end to in this 
illegal method by Empſon and Dudley at the time 
of the Revolution, but the power is ſtill in the 


conſtitution to proceed ſummarily in this manner, 
having 
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having the whole courſe of the laws and conſti- | 
- tution upon their fide ; but then they muſt do it 


quickly, agreeable to the method of the proſecu- 


tion. Now they have taken the method of pro- 
ſecution long and harraſſing to me for ten months 
together, without taking the matter of the E 
ſecution which is to bring it to an immediate 
trial: becauſe if a man is taken up to be tried. 
without any previous finding by a jury, it is a 
comfort to him he is tried directly upon it; 
whereas if you give it a veriſimilitude to an accu- 
ſation by a Grand Jury, then you take the ordi- 
nary courſe of trial; but this is a ſummary pro- 
ceeding lodged in the executive government, 
which upon great occaſions, ſuch as the Attor- 
ney-General has ſtated mine to be, but which it 
is not, where a man had an intention to overturn 
the Government, and that if he was not taken into 
cuſtody immediately, the Government was gone. 
Now they ſhould prove that I did ſtir up the 
people, that I did prevent the Botany Bay ſcheme 
being earried into execution. Now I did nothing 
more than ſtate upon paper ſuch terms, wiſhing 
them to come into confideration, as Judge Gould 
and the Recorder wiſhed to come under conſide- 
ration alſo, that the Penal Laws evidently want- 
ed alteration ; which is proved by the Parliament 
and the Judges drawing up this new act to ſend 
them to Botany Bay. : 5 
I do not know that I ſhall trouble the Court 
with any thing farther, becauſe, to ſpeak the 
truth, I have not a paper.—I meant if I had time, 
to bring my books with me to prove that every 
word of that pamphlet is in the Bible, and that 
it is conſiſtent with the ſentiments of the maſt hu- 
mane and beſt-hearted men now—lſuch as Judge 
Gould and the Recorder, - to have an alteration 
| D made 
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made in the felony laws; but what that alteration 
is, is left as the Judges and the people ſtand at 
xeſent to the wiſdom of Parliament; for by the 
aws, as they now ſtand, if a perſon ſteals a ſhil- 
ling, and the fact is proved, the ſentence is in- 
variably death. 2 V 
I ſhould have made a much better defence, if I | 
bad had leave to ſubpœna my witneſſes ; and | 
5 1 alſo have ſhewn you ſomething about the 
New Gaol, which would bave ſurpriſed you: 
that when theſe gentlemen, theſe wicked gentle- 
men, wicked, falſe, ſcandalous defamers——when. 


4X 2 — „ 44 — 162 
of v* ; . , 6 5 


7 they wanted to prove this bufineſs upon me, and | | 
2 thought there was a deal of crime in it, an art 
4 they practiſed at Mr. Clark's the King's meſſen- 
* er in Mount-row : all thefe people were to be 
45 immoned as witneſſes, I ſhall give a ſhort ac- 
F count ; the Jury, perhaps, will believe what 1 
fay. Mr, Clark, the King's meſſenger, ſent for 
Richard Hicks, at the New Inn at Weſtminſter- 
ridge; he is a poor man. When he came to | 


him, he gave him a letter to Lord George Gor- 

den, Welbeck-ſtreet, and told him to carry that 

ſetter to Lord George, and deliver it into his 

. own hand; and tell Lord George that he came 

ffom the New Gaol in the Borough, from the 

Priſoners, and that he was to get copies of this 

petirion, as many as his Lordſhip could ſpare, 

and bring them back to the priſoners in the Bo- 

rough. I opened the letter; it was a forged let. 

ter—I went to Juſtice Bond the day afterwards 

in Bow-ftreet—it was a forged letter, ſaying, We 

© your Lordſhip's friends and admirers, &c, the 

# prifoners in the New Gaol in the Borough, hav- 

ing heard of à petition—ſo and ſo— do requeſt 

# of your Lordſhip to ſend ſo many by the bearer, 
ho is a tryfty perſon? ” 

7 =} ah Upon 


| 1 4} | 

| V Upon reading the paper it came into my heart 
8 immediately, that this was ſome falſehood, for 
T had no acquaintance with any priſoner at all in 
the Borough. I ſent for the man up ſtairs, When 
he came up; I began queſtioning him who gave 
him that letter, and who he came from. He be- 
gan trembling, and was much frightened. I 
Tang for the maid-ſervant to come up ſtairs. When 
ſhe came into the room, and the man ſervant too, 
I bid the man not to be frightened, but tell the 
whole truth. He ſaid, To tell the truth, Mr, 
Clark the King's meſſenger ſent for me to his 
| houſe to give you this letter, and ſay, I came 
from the priſoners in the New Gaol ; and when 
J have got the petitions I am to go back to the 

One Tun in One Tun Court, and aſk for Caps 

rain Macdonald, and deliver the petitions to him, 

o then you did not come from the New Gaol ? 

No, I did not, ſays he.—Nor are you to carry 

them back again there? He ſaid no; but to Cap- 

tain Macdonald. I faid I would go with him 
there. I went with him: it is a very blackguard 

: houſe, known to all the Public Offices, where the 

King's ſervants meet with the people they want 

to bring Informations againſt. i went up to the 

front room, and aſked for Captain Macdonald. 
Immediately the woman of the houſe ſhewed me 

into a back room. When I came to the door of 

the back room, a perſon came out—Who wants 

Captain Macdonald? I faid, I want him. Is your 

name Macdonald? He ſaid no; his name was not 

Macdonald, it was Hamilton : he went by a falſe 

name. There were four or five people in the 

room. I aſked the man, Is this the company you 

were to come to? Yes, ſays he, and there fits 

the King's meſſenger. Clark was in., the com- 

pany, William Drummond, Eſq. was in the 

1 D 2 company, 
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. company, and two or three more. Some. would 

el me their names, and ſome would not: but 

the King's meſſenger refuſed to give me his name, 
and denied he was of that name, though the pe- 
ple of the houſe knew him. 

I went next day to Bow-ſtreet to Juſtice Bond : 

| he fajd there was no occaſion to take notice of it: 
he ſaid he had heard of that Clark, that he. was 

an infamous man. 

Clark hired two men to follow me conſtantly, 
well-drefſed people, to follow me every where; 
if I went into a coffee-houſe, to go into the coffee- 
houſe ; if Itook a coach, to take a coach and fol- 
low me; to live at the pyblic-hauſe oppoſite. 
to me, and to make written accounts every day, 
and carry them to the Treaſury at night, and 
particularly to mark what officers. pulled off 
their hats to me; 3 to mark down every man's 

name that came into my hovſe, or out of it; 
where I went to, and how long I ſtayed. Mr. 
| Nepean, a clerk of the Treaſury, paid them 

and Lord Sydney had the management of it. 5 
their accounts were not full enough, they were 
told, Yqu muſt be more particular, it muſt be 
every hour.—There were a variety upon me; 
they uſed to relieve one another. 
This man, King, came to me in the ſummer 
after he had been employed. He ſaid, My Lord, 
my heart is ſo full I can no longer bear to conceal 
it from you. I was employed with another man 
in the winter. I am ſurpriſed you never ſaw us, 
we uſed to follow you in the ſtreet, and into 
every coffee- bouſe. I was paid by Cluk of the 
Treaſury ; and was turned off for not being par- 
ticular enough in this buſineſs, of relating who 
ſpoke to you, pulled off their hats to you, and 


the you went into. 
I ſtate 


[ ss 1 
I tate this to ſhew how they tried to get evi- 
dence of my delivering this to the Keeper of the 
New Priſon. You would have had all theſe peo- 
ple before you, if I had not been interrupted 
in ſerving my ſubpœnas. I was interrupted and 
taken into'cuſtody by the guards, when offering 
to ſubpoena the Marquis of Carmarthen, I was 
foon' ordered to be let go, and the Marquis ſaid 
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I have nothing further to ſay, gentlemen, than 
to ſhew that they wiſh by every art and every 
means to make me a publiſher in a ſeditious man- 
ner in the New Gaol; but I did not comply with 
any ſach thing: but as I meant nothing but that 
the law in that caſe might be corrected, which 
' you ſee was in the heart of the King and his Par- 
Hkament, as they have made an alteration in the 
law with reſpect to the people that were con- 
demned. 4 f by Sn & . 47 . 
I ſent ſome of theſe pamphlets. to the Jue 
as ſoon as they were wrote, to the heads” the 
Keepers of the gaols, and the Miniſter of the gaol, 
without any view to raiſe ſedition and tumult 
among the people: if I had, I wWauld have gone 
Fs” , MS. . :5-< 


. he would meet me at his father's at five o clock; 34 

and begged I would not make'a diſturbance at * 

St. James's. At five o'clock I ſaw the Marquis, i 

and he aſſured me every thing ſhould be done, 25 

| and that he could bring that letter from the |. 
| French Ambaſſador to me upon the other Infor- * 
mation. e | . Sy : bf 

And here I beg his Lordſhip will by-and-by * 

tell me what is to become of the firſt Informa- 5 

ion? The ſame jury is to try them both; and I 9 

don't underſtand they mean to bring on the firſt ; = 

for they cannot bring it on till theſe witneſſes 1 
6 come; and the jury cannot fit and do juſtice in 9 
A A * 
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on the day of the execution, and told the peo- 
ple, when he was confeſſing them, and telling them 
that it was juſt and conformable to God's law, I 
would have told them it was no ſuch thing, if 
that had been my intention; but I hope as they 
have made an act to ſend theſe people to Botany 
Bay, that there will be ſome means deviſed by 
the Legiſlature to alter che laws of theft! in this 


country. Sy 
I can make no better F now, 8 


my witneſſes are not preſent; and therefore you 
muſt take it upon my word what 1 ſay relative to 


this buſineſs ; what Judge Gould and the Recor- 
der faid in December ;—and this petition was not 
Printed till this year. — There is not the ſmalleſt 
connection with any of the priſoners that are men- 
tioned as condemned with me; or that I had any 
particular connection with them, only that there 
were ſuch priſoners condemned to death and 
tranſportation for thefts; and that his Majeſty 


and the Parliamènt had altered their puniſhments 
juſt as much as I wiſhed to alter them. by. that 
act. 


There is a word left out in che recital part in 


the record, but I don't: mean to pin my defence 
upon any thing of that kind. 


Court. If there is any thing, you think. ma- 


; terial, point it out to me, and I will look at it. 


Lord George Gordon. © Having no hope without 


God in the world —it ſhould be, * Having no hope 
and without God in the world: —it is a thing I 


don't pin much upon; it is right in the printed 
pamphlet. | 
Court. I have exatnincd it, it is a miſtake in 


| the copy—it Is right | in the record. 
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THIS is an n which has 1 a 

_ againſt the defendant for a libel—the libel 

Nas been read to you—there are two. queſtions 
the record for your determination. 

R irſt, Whether the defendant either wrote 

1 wh compoled, or printed and publiſhed chis ibel.? 
' An Xs... 
| Secondly, Whether the avert pts that are 
made on the part of the Crown in this record. are 
Prored to your fatis faction or not? 
With reſpect to the firſt queſtion, it has been 
proved by john Pitt, that he received three of the 
pamphlets about the month of December, but he 
cannot tell the exact day, from Lord George 
Gor don's ſervant: that my Lord George Gordon 
frequently came into the Lodge at Newgate; that 
he was there fix times at leaſt before the pam; 
phlets were brought. He aſked the witneſs; whe- 
ther he did not think it hard that ſo many perſons 
ſhould ſuffer ; and that no man ought to ſuffer, 
who had not ſpilt blood. He ſays the defendant 
ſent three pamphlets ; one directed to him, one to 
bis brother the turnkey, and one to Mr. Vil- 
lette, the Ordinary. 

Then he produces that which was directed to 
him; and he ſays the direction is in Lord George 
Gordon's hand-writing. He fays the defendant 
often wanted to go in to the condemned people, 
but the witneſs refuſed it. | 


D 4 On 


On the th of he went to the defen- 
dant's houſe; the ſame footman opened the door 
to him as brought the pamphlets. The witneſs 
went up ſtairs, and he told the defendant, that 
there was a fad piece of work about theſe pam- 
phlets ; upon which the defendant ſaid, Don't 
| you mind—let them go on am ready for them, 
them begin as ſoon as they will.” He ſays at 
chat time there was a large part of the pamphlets 
tying in the room. The defendant took up one, 
directed it to Mr. Akerman, and delivered it to the 
witneſs. He produces two other papers, both of 
which, he ſays, were directed by Lord George 
Gordon. One is that pamphlet which he directed 
to Mr. Akerman; the other is a note mentioning 
the names of the perſons who were to diſperſe the 
pamphlets. 

Mr. Akerman ſays, that previous to the publi- 
cation of the paper, there was a general under- 
ſtanding, that the priſoners were to be ſent to Bo- 
tany- Bay. 

They then produced records of ſeveral convic- 
tions, ſome ſentenced to death, others to tranſpor- 
tation, both in London, Middleſex, and Surry. 

Mr. Akerman ſays the defendant had no con- 
nection with theſe priſoners as he knows of. 
Hall, who is the Keeper of the New-Gaol, fays, 
William Yardley and John Chriſtmas were in his 
cuſtody. He ſays he does not know the defen- 
dant ; the defendant never ſent any of theſe peti- 
tions to him, or his priſoners as he knows of. 
The defendant has ſaid, that there is no evi- 
dence of his having actually written this pamphlet; 
at the ſame time he tells you he did write it, for 
he committed his thoughts upon paper. 

If you ſee any reaſon to diſtinguiſn between wri- 
ring * compoſing, and the printing and publiſh- 


ing, 


= 1. 


ing, you will ſay ſo; for there are different counts, 
ſome for writing and competing; and. others for 

printing and publiſhing. You find a large parcel 
of the pamphlets were all together in his cuſtody, 
and in his room. ee e, e 


2 


When you have diſpoſed of that fact, the only 
one that remains is, whether the averments in this 
Informat ion are proved or not. | 
Nou the Information ſets out with ſtating, that 
it was generally underſtood, that the King was 
about to cauſe to be tranſported ſeveral felons and 
other offenders liable to be tranſported to Botany- 
Bay. To prove that they call Mr. Akerman, who 
tells you the fact was ſo underſtood. 


The ſecond averment in the Information is, that 
divers perſons were confined in divers gaols un- 
der ſentence of death and tranſportation. To 


prove that fact, they produce ſeveral copies of 
convictions ; and they call Mr. Akerman and Mr. 


Hall, who tell you, that the priſoners whoſe names 


are menticned in thoſe convictions, then continu- 
ed in their cuſtody. 

The defendant, upon his croſs-examination of 
the witneſſes, defired particularly to know whe- 


ther he had any connection with either of thoſe. 


priſoners whoſe names are mentioned in the copies 
of the records of conviction: it is not ſtated that 
he has. The charge is not that he entered into 
any combination with thoſe particular perſons, 


but it is laid as a general offence, not confined to 


thoſe particular perſons; and therefore that obſer- 
vation does not apply at all to the caſe. 

If therefore the offence is proved to your ſatis- 
faction, you will find the defendanc guilty ; if not, 
you will acquit him. = | 

There are two or three inuendos hardly worthy 
of. obſervation, . viz, whether 8 and err, men- 

| | tioned 
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tioned in the petition purporting to be ſent by the 
Priſoners, means the priſoners. And whether, 
where it ſpeaks of the bloody hue of the feloay 
laws, and the frequent executions in this reign 
under a nominal adminiſtration of juſtice, it is 
meant to inſinuate that juſtice had not been truly 
adminiſtered during the King s reign. 1 


| The Fury immediate nownced the e Defendont 
GU ILTY. 8 
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T HE 


X 
THOMAS WILKINS 
TOR | 


PRINTING and PUBLISHING the FOREGOING 
LIBEL. 


The Information was opened by Mr, Law. 
Mr. ATToRNey-GENERAL. 


MIL it pleaſe your Lordſhip, and you Gentle- 
1 men of the Jury: 

I don't know, Gentlemen, whether you were pre- 
ſent at the laſt trial; if you were, it might ſave ſome 
time in ſtating the nature of the libel, for the publi- 
cation of which the preſent Information is filed. 
As poſſibly you may have been abſent, I muſt 
Mate over again ſhortly what I ſeated then; ; name- 
ly, that this is an Information againſt the defen- 


dant for publiſhing a pamphlet, charged to be a 


libel upon the adminiſtration of juſtice in this 
kingflom. It purports to be a petition from the 
priſqhers to Lord George Gordon, though in fact 
it Was written by himſelf. It alledges, apparent- 
ly from the mouths of the priſoners, who were 
unfortunately then labouring under ſentences of 
death and tranſportation, that their reſpective ſen- * 
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T hope he had not much cuſtom. - 


tences were unjuſt and iniquitous ; and it cafls 


upon his Lordſhip to protect them from the exe- 


cution of the ſentences of the law, to which 
their crimes had ſubjected them. mes 
So great a noiſe prevailed when my learned 
friend who opened the cauſe was ſtating the Infor- 
mation, that perhaps you might not be able to 
hear. it - accurately. The pamphlet is called, 


+ The Priſoners Petition to the Right Honorable 


Lord George Gordon to preſerve their Rights 


„ and Liberties, and prevent their Baniſhment to 
4% Botany-Bay. London : Printed by Thomas 


« Wilkins, No. £3, Aldermanbury; who is the 
reſent unfortunate defendant. 
I think it is pretty plain with what view this 
was publiſhed. To talk of its being a diſcuſſion 
of the propriety of the laws of England, ad- 


dreſſed to thoſe who have only the right to alter 


them, is contrary to the fact: it appears in the 
ſhape- of a petition addreſſed from the priſoners 


themſelves, and is ſold at a public ſhop. The 


very fa& refutes the defence which might have 
been, and which was juſt now infiſted upon by 


the Noble Lord. 


In ſhort, Gentlemen, the queſtion you have to 
try is— Whether the preſent unfortunate defendant 
has or has not in this caſe been made the inſtru- 
ment of publiſhing a libel of a moſt groſs and 
malignant tendency ? He is not the caſual ſeller, 
(though he would then certainly in point of law, 
and neceffarily in point of juſtice, be ſubjected to 
the ſame conſcquences as the original publiſher) 
bur he is the perſon who was employed by the 
Noble Lord whoſe trial has juſt paſſed, to print 
this, and to ſell it to all his Majeſty's ſubjects who 
thought it worth while to give ſixpence for it. — 


The 


$ ® 3] 

„The Noble Lord, the author of it, has been 
convicted. This poor man (for I dare fay he is 
ſo) has been made his inſtrument in the publica- 
tion of it. It is abſolutely neceſſary that the prin- 
ters or publiſhers of libels ſhould be brought to 
puniſhment, or elſe theſe publications can never 
be put a ſtop to; for there may always be found 
men wicked enough to write, and raſh enough to 
run the riſque which they do by ſuch publications 
as theſe, if they can find - inſtruments to vend 
them. And if there are men ſo miſled by them as 
to be their inſtruments, it is my duty, in the fitu- 
ation I am in, to make an example of ſuch per- 
ſons; becauſe it is the only means to prevent raſh 
men from diſſeminating ſedition among the 
People. „ | 
This pamphlet aſſerts that juſtice has not been 
adminiſtered during his Majeſty's reign; that 
every infliction of capital puniſhment, nay even 
of baniſhment, is totally illegal, and contrary to 
the laws of God, I know of no laws that forbid 
it; but I know that in the Moſaic law capital pu- 
niſhments were inflicted fer other crimes than 
murder: however, that cqnfideration has nothing 
to do in this cauſe, If there are men who think 
the laws of this country are intolerable, for God's 
fake let them remove to another; but ſo long as 
they are here, they muſt be ſubject to the laws; 
and thoſe who have the adminiſtration of the laws 
muſt be protected fromthe inſults which are daily 
offered them-: and in this pamphlet, more noto- 
riouſly than in any that I can remember, the 


laws are arraigned, and the criminals under ſen- 


rence of death are called upon (for, as I ſaid be- 
fore, it is no petition of the priſoners) to com- 
plain of the juſtice of their ſentences, which 
every honeſt, wife, and juſt, as well as truly 
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Nous; man would adviſe them to ſobimit to with 
Tefignation, as the only expiation they can make 
to the offended laws of their country. 

It is unneceſſary for me, addrefling myſelf to 
Gentlemen of your character in a commercial 
country, to take up your time in ſhewing the ab- 
ſurdity of ſuch a law as is contended for in this 
pamphlet; it is perfectly ridiculous, and no Go- 
vernment could exiſt in this OY if 8 were 

the law. 

I ſhall prove to you that it was in en 
to tranſport to Botany-Bay perſons liable to tranſ- 
portation, and that at that time this pamphlet 
was printed and publiſhed by the — who 
has 22 his name to it. 


' EVIDENCE-FOR THE CROWN. 


Jon BoLTs ſworn. 
Examined by Mr. SoL1ciToR-GENERAL. | 
Q: Do you know the defendant Thomas WII. 
kins? | 
R 3 . 
9, Do you know his houſe? * 
des 
9. Have you been there? 
e | 
9. Wbat buſineſs does he carry on? 
A. A printer. 0 
Q: Where does he live? 
A. At the next houſe to the George hs, Al- 
dermanbur y. | 
bY Were you there upon the 8th of January 
4 
A. I was. 
©. Did you buy any pamphler there? 
754 I did. 


9. Was 


6 65. ] 
9, Was that the one- you purchaſed (Sewing 
N Ws” 
| + (The pamphlet read.) 


Mr. Joſeph Roberts produced office-copies of 
the records of the conviction of ſeveral perſons 
who were confined in Newgate and in the New 
Gaol: | 3 

They were read by the Aſſociate, and were, 

An office-copy of the record of the conviction 
of James Watts and Francis Hardy, for a high- 
way robbery in the county of Middleſex, who. 
both received ſentence of death. . 

An office- copy of the record of the conviction 
of Hugh Macdonald, for ſhop-lifting in the coun- 
ty of Middleſex, who received ſentence of death. 

An office- copy of the record of the conviction 
of Charles King and Thomas Thompſon, for a 
burglary in the city of London, who received 
ſentence of death. . EY 

An office-copy of the record of the conviction 
of John Chriſtmas, for felony in' the county of 
Surry, who feceived ſentence of tranſportation 
for ſeven years. ; 5 

An office- copy of the record of the conviction 
of William Yardley, for felony in the county of 
Surry, who received ſentence of tranſportation 
for ſeven years, PG 


- 


Jonx Pirr frvorn. 

| Examined by Mr. Baulowyn. 

8, You are the Turnkey at Newgate? | 

xt. Yes. * EE, N | 
2. Did you know James Watts, Francis Har- 
dy, Hugh Macdonald, Charles King, and Tho- 
mas Thompſon? | po 

Les, all of them, 5 

e 2, Were 


1 6] 


Were they in Newgate in January laſt? 
4 They were —they are __ now: they a ate. 
under reſpites. 
2. Where did you underſtand. the tranſports 
were to be ſent to at that time? a ; 
A. To Botany. Bay. 1 


Mr. Har ſworn. 
 » Examined by Mr. Law. 


Q. You are the Keeper of the New Gaol ? 
A. Iam. | 
2. Were John Chrifimss and William Yard- 
ley in your cuſtody in January laſt ? | : 

A. They were. > 
Were they under any ſentence? 
Les, ſentence of tranſportation : they were 

tried the March before. 


Cr (to the Defendant). | Have you any 
Counſel ? SR 
| Defendant. I have no Counſel. 
Court. Will you fay any thing for ah 2 
Defendant. Yes. 


THOMAS WILKINS. 


Gentlemen of the Fury, 


IN December laſt, my Lord IRTP Gordon 
ſent a copy of theſe pamphlers ro my houſe to be 
printed. I never read it myſelf before it was abſo- 
lutely printed ; for we had it in detached pieces, 
and as I had printed things for my Lord before. 
When I ſaw his Lordſhip reſpecting this buſineſs, 
I aſked him if it was of any evil tendencv. He ſaid, 
none at all ; and told me not to * — 

| or 
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for that he would indemnify me, Whatever evil 
ſhould accrue from it. I was rather fearful when 
I read the proof reſpeCting the priſoners petition; 
I did not know, nor 1 do not know now to the 
contrary, but that it came directly from the pri- 
ſoners. As to publiſhing it, I never publiſhed it 
myſelf at all; and I underſtood from my ſervants; 
that only two went out of the houſe, except whar 
were ſent to my Lord. Had 1 had-the-teaſt idea 
that it was of an evil tendency, that I could come 
to any harm reſpecting the buſineſs, it is not rea- 
ſonable that I ſhould riſque my liberty, as well as 
my property, in receiving a ſum of perhaps four, 
five, or ſix pounds, which is about the expence of 
print and paper; therefore what has been in the 
public. prints already reſpecting the huſineſs has 
been of great evil to me. e. 
My creditors ſuppoſed that 1 ſhould be caft in 
this buſineſs, and perhaps inflicted with a large. 
fine, and perhaps impriſonment. Various of them 
have come and demanded their dues. before the 
regulat time of credit, which has greatly hurt me. 
And as I only printed this pamphlet as a printer, 
without having any concern at all with ſending it 
about, or being connected with my Lord, 73 — 
it was from a good or an evil intent I canner ſay ; 
and if a man in. his bufineſs. which he gets bis 
bread by, is to be puniſhed for printing, what is 
to become of our families? Patochial and govern - 
ment taxes are ſo great, that if we were to ſay, We 
won't print this, and won't print the other, we 
“TTA 
I fee no evil tendenęy at all in it myſelf. I do 
not pretend to know law, or any thing of the mat - 
ter; but 1 did it for my Lord, and he ptomiſed to 
indemnify me, whateyer evil might accrue from it; 
and that is all I can ſay in my defence, FE 
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l do not know that it is of 2 any avail; but i in the 
Information it is ſaid for printing and publiſhing 
in the pariſh of St. Mary le Bow, in the Ward o 
Cheap; whereas I live in Aldermanbury, and in 
the Ward of Cripplegate. | I muft leave 1 it to the 
diſcretion of the Jury. 


* © of WS An - 
; [bas > r | 


Gentlemen of the Jury, | 
' THIS defendant has made one objection in 
point of form. I will diſmiſs that firſt. 
The Information ſtates, that he lives i in the pa- 
riſh of St. Mary le Bow, in the Ward of Cheap, 
whereas he lives in ſome other pariſh or ward: 
4 that is perfectly immaterial. If he printed it any . 
14 where in the City of London, that is enough, and 
Wl. it is proved he did fo, 
? - On the part of the proſecution they have proved, 
that the paper produced was bought at the de- 
fendant's ſhop. 
"4. They have called Pitt and another witneſs, who 
we: - prove that it was expected at that time that the 
; priſoners would be tranſported to Botany-Bay. 
They likewiſe proved, that ſeveral priſoners were 
under conviction for tranſportation, ſome in 
Middleſex, ſome in London, and ſome in Surrey. 
As to the inuendoes, they infer that #s and our 
means the priſoners. It concludes with faying, 
that by the words we look with concern and 
abhorrence on the bloody hue of the felony laws, 
and the frequent executions in England in this 
| reigns 
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reign, under a nominal adminiſtration of juſtice,” 

be meant that juſtice had not been truly admini- 
ſtered in England during his Majeſty's reign. 


Reſpecting the defence, you will not expect any 


obſervations from me; for it goes to give a ge- 
neral licence to printers to print 5 they 
may think proper; which cannot be endured in 
this or in any other country. 


The Fury immediately 


pronounced the d:fendant 
GUILTY. ne 22D 


* 


* 
1. 
| 
| 


"2p 
: ll 
1 
1 
Is 
25 
i 
n 
SE 
F 

1 

LF, 


r 


——— ——— 
YR 


tarts 
Wow, gre # rp 8 | 
1 * 


A "AK 
n 
3 - 


— 
2 

+ by 
Fas 


's 


— —  — — 

SF: * 7 
7 

1 * RIFF <= 8 


* 


— ä — 


ofa 


El eee Wo ng AGES 


2p 


2 3 
fone SEED IE 


1 
„ _—_ BY 


- of 


_ 
2 


45 


2 8 a Os I 
4 . 
. 
* 2 », 
EP = 
— r I 


3 


A 


o 
1 4 : bs OO 
2 15 * de * - n wh; 2 * 
. ” a 4 — ®, tp = © 
1 5 
* 22 2 8 . 


: 
8 
ay 
ET. 
"CB 
i 
WT 
» 
3 
* 
£4 
1 
© 
6 
1 * 
. 
2 . % 
þ -E ; 
4 "= 
ry i 
+4 
. PS 
.,. 
_ 
3-48 
a 
＋ . 
4* 
$4 
* 0 
4 2 
2 
£5 
* 1 
pl 1 * * 
* 
. 
. p 
9 1 
A "= 
1 "op 
» 
© 1 
8 
4 "0" 
mu 
5 
4 
x 
Ps 
1 
% 
35 * 
3 ; 
1 
F * 9 
1 
1 
. 
* . 
4 1 


8 * 22 AS ATE a4 
8 "ES W * e 
3 > ff * 


— „ „ * gh = "4 bi 
27) l ANT x = 2 
3 VET 
* 1 bs 4 


3535 PHE 


OF 


GEORGE GORDON, Eſquire, 


COMMONLY CALLED 


Lord GEORGE GORDON. 


1 


$ + 


Tus INFORMATION. 


Of Michazrlas Tzrm, in the Twenty-ſeventÞ 
Tear of the Reign of King GREORER the Third. 


N E it remembered, That Richard 
to wit, 3 10 Pepper Arden, Eſquire, Attorney- 
General of our Sovereign Lord the now King, 
who for our ſaid Lord the King in this behalf 
proſecutes in his own proper perfon, comes here 
into the court of our ſaid Lord the King, before 
the King himſelf, at Weſtminſter, on Tueſday 
next after fifteen days from the day of St. Martin 
in this ſame term, and for our ſaid Lord the King. 
gives the Court here to vndciftand and be in- 

| | formed, 


{ mm 1} 


formed, That whereas there now is, and before 
and at the time of the publiſhing of the falſe, ſcan - 
dalous, malicious, and defamatory libels herein» 
after mentioned, there ſubſiſted between our faid 
Sovereign Lord the King and his Moſt Chriſtian 
Majeſty, and the ſubjects of their ſaid Majeſties 
reſpectively, great friendſhip, amity, peace, and 
concord: And whereas the moſt high, mighty, 
and puiſſant Princeſs Maria Antonietta, the auguſt 
and Royal Conſort of his faid Moſt Chriſtian Ma- 
zeſty, bath always from the time of her birth hi- 
therto been a great and illuſtrious: Princeſs, emi- 


nently diſtinguiſhed and renowned for her wiſdom, © 


prudence, juſtice, clemency, and every other 

rincely virtue and endowment: And whereas 
— and at the time of the publiſhing of the ſaid 
falſe, ſcandalous, malicious, and defamatory libels 
herein- after mentioned, Frangois Barthelemy was 
and ſtill is charged with the affairs of France with 
his Britannick Majeſty, in the abſence of his Ex- 
cellency Jean Balthazar D'Adhemar, his Moft 
| Chriſtian Majeſty's Ambaſſador Extraordinary 
and Plenipotentiary to his Britannick Majeſty, and 
was, and 1s, and always hath been, from the time 
of his birth hitherto, of good fame, character, and 
reputation: Yet George Gordon, late of London, 
Eſquire, commonly called Lord George Gordon, 
well-knowing the premiſes, but contriving, and 
wrongfully, and ynjuitly and wickedly intending 
moſt unjuſtly, wickedly, maliciouſly, and ſcanda- 
 loufly, to aſperſe, defame, traduce, and vilify her 
faid Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty, and to cauſe it to be 
believed that her ſaid Moſt Chriſtian Majefty had 
been guilty of great injuſtice, oppreſſion, cruelty, 
and perſecution towards the ſubjefts of his Moſt 
Chriſtian Majeſty, and thereby to alienate their af. 
fections from his ſaid Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty's 
| PE govern- 
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government; and alſo to aſperſe, defame, vilify, 
and traduce the ſaid Frangois Barthelemy, then 


8 
„ * 
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af and there being ſo charged with the affairs of 
Ba France as aforeſaid, and to bring the ſaid Frangois 
bf Barthelemy into great contempr, diſtruſt, infamy, 
p and diſgrace ; and alſo as much as in him the ſaid 
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George Gordon lay to interrupt, diſturb, and de- 1 
ſtroy the friendſhip, good-will, peace, harmony, 
and concord ſubſiſting between our ſaid Sovereign 
Lord the King and his Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty, 
and their ſaid reſpective ſubjects; and to create, 
ſtir up, and excite animoſities, hatred, jealouſy, 
and diſcord, between our faid Lord the King and 
his ſubjects, and his ſaid Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty. 
and his ſubjects; on the twenty: ſecond day of 
Auguſt, in the year of our Lord one thouſand 
ſeven hundred and eighty-ſix, at London afore- 
ſaid (to wit), in the pariſh” of St. Mary le Bow, 
in the ward of Cheap, did publiſh, - and did 
cauſe and procure to be publiſhed, in a cer- 
tain public news-paper, called The Public Adver- 
tiſer, a moſt wicked, falſe; ſcandalous, malicious, 
and defamatory libel, of and concerning her 
ſaid Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty, and of and con- 
cerning the ſaid Francois Barthelemy, according 
to the tenor following: (that is to ſay) Mr. Bar- 
thelemy (meaning the ſaid Francois Barthe- 
lemy), who conducts the affairs of France in the 4 
abſence of Comte Dazimer (meaning the faid 
Jean Balthazar D*Adhemar, the Ambaflador as 
aforeſaid', having ſent Mr. Daragon with a 
meſſage to Comte de Caglioſtro, in Sloane-ſtreet, 
intimating that he (meaning the ſaid Francois 
Barthelemy) had received orders from the 
Court of Verſailles to communicate to Comte 
de Caglioſtro that he (meaning the ſaid Comte 

de Caglioſtro) had now permiſſion to return to 

J France; 1 yeſterday morning. the Comte (mean— 
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ing the ſaid Comte de Caglioſtro) accompanied 
„ by Lord George Gordon, (meaning the ſaid 
+ George Gordon) and Mr. Bergeret de Frouville, 
waited upon Mr. Barthelemy, (meaning the ſaid 
Francois Barthelemy) at the Hotel of France in 
Piccadilly, for an eclairciſſement upon the ſub- 
5 | je of this meſſage from the Court of France, de- 
livered to Mr. Barthelemy, (meaning the ſaid 
Francois . Barthelemy.) relative to the permiſ- 
ſion granted to the Comte de Caglioſtro to re- 
turn to Paris. Mr. Barthelemy (meaning the 
aforeſaid Francis Barthelemy) the Comte de 
| Cambiſe, and Mr. Daragon, ſeemed much ſur- - 
1 priſed to ſee Comte de Caglioſtro arrive in Lord 
George Gordon's (meaning the ſaid George Gor- 
don's) coach with his Lordſhip (meaning the ſaid 


George Gordon) and Mr. Frouville; and having 2 
_ ; expreſſed their deſire that the Comte de Cagh- 1 
oſtro alone ſhould ſpeak with Mr. Barthelemy, Y 


- (meaning the ſaid Francois Barthelemy) they were 
informed that Lord George Gordon (meaning the 
ſaid: George Gordon) and Mr. Bergeret de | ed 
ville were there on-purpoſe to attend their friend, 
(meaning the ſaid Comte de Caglioſtro) and that 
the Comte de Caglioſtro would not diſpenſe with | 
Lord George Gordon's (meaning the ſaid George 
Gordon's) .abſence from the conference. Will 
any friend to liberty blame Comte de Caglioſtro, 
after ten months impriſonment in a dungeon, 5 : 
for having his (meaning the ſaid Comte de Cag- be 
lioftro's) friends near him (meaning the ſaid 55 
Comte de Caglioſiro) when inſidious propoſals 15 
are made to him (meaning the ſaid Comte de . 
Caglioſtro) by the faction of Breteuil and the 
ſupporters of the Baſtile? men who have al- 
ready ſought his (meaning the ſaid Comte de 1 
 Caglioftro's) deſtrytion ; and after his (mean- L.- 
- mw 4: ing 4 


1 74 J 
ing the ſaid Comte de Caglioftro's) innocence was 
declared by the judgment of the Parliament of 
Paris, embezzled à great part of his (meaning 
the faid Comte de Caglioftro's) fortune, and ex- 
Hed him (meaning the ſaid Comte de Caglioſtro) 
from France. Mr, Barthelemy (meaning the ſaid 
"Francois Barthelemy) ſeeing the determination of 
the Cointe's (meaning the Comte de Caglioſtro's) 
friends, then read the letter from Mr. Breteuil; 
but upon che Comte de Caglioſtrodeſiring a copy, 
Mr. Barthelemy (meaning the ſaid Francois Bar- 
thelemy) refuſed it, A great deal of converſation 
then enſued upon the ſubject, which, in all pro- 
Bability, will give rife to a full repreſentation to 
the King of Franee, who is certainly very much 
impoſed on. The Queen's (meaning her ſaid 
Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty's): party is ftill violent 
"againſt Comte de Caglioſtro, the friend of man- 
-Fipd ; and De Breteuil, Le Sieur de Launey, 
Titon, De Brunieres, Maitre-Cheſnon, Barthe- 
jemy (meaning the ſaid Francois Barthelemy) 
and Dazimer (meaning the ſaid. Jean Balthazar | 
-D'Adhemar) are the mere inſtruments of that 
faction. The honour of the King of France 
the juſtice and judgment of the Parliament af 
Paris, the good faith af the citizens, and the 
d name af the nation, are all attainted by 
the pillage and detention of the property of 
| Comte de Caglioſtro. The thouſands of good 
Sitigens whoſe acclamations ſhook the Baſtile 
upon the declaration of his (meaning the ſaid h 
Comte de Caglioſtro's) innocence, might very 
poſtibly gi ve rife to his (meaning the faid Comte 
de * N exile, by increaſing the jealouſy 
and fear of an arbitrary Government. But 
why detain the fortune of a ſtranger, after his 
_ {meanipg the ſaid Comte de Caglioſtro's) inna- 
45 23 LL 
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cence is declared? This is a very baſe, pro- 


ceeding indeed, Mr. de Breteuil, and brings 
contempt and reproach. upon all concerned in it 
to the great indignity, ſcandal, and diſhonour 
of her ſaid Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty ; to the great 
_ anfamy and diſgrace of the ſaid Francois Barthe- 
lemy ; to the great diſturbance of the public 
peace, good order, and government of this king- 
dom; to the great danger of creating diſcord 
between our ſaid Lord the King and his ſubjects, 
and his Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty and his ſubjects; 


An contempt of our ſaid Lord the King and his 


laws; to the evil and pernicious example of all 
others in the like cafe offending; and againſt the 
peace of our faid Lord the King, his crown, 
and dignity, And the faid Attorney-General 
of our {aid Lord the King, who .protecutes as 


aforeſaid, further gives the Court here to under- 


ſtand, and be informed, that the ſaid George Gor- 
don being ſuch perſon as aforeſaid ; and not only 
contriving and intending, as much as in him lay, 
to offend as aforeſaid, but alſo to cauſe it to be 
underſtood and believed, that her ſaid Moſt 
Chriſtian Majeſty had been guilty of great in- 
Juſtice, oppreſſion, cruelty, - and perſecution; 
and alſo to bring the ſaid Francois Barthelemy, 
being ſo charged with the affairs of France as 
aforeſaid, into great ſcandal, infamy, and diſ- 
grace; afterwards: (to wit) on the twenty-fourth 
day of Auguſt, in the ſaid year of our Lord one 
thouſand feven hundred and eighty-ſix, at Lon- 
don aforefaid, in the pariſh and ward afore- 
faid, did unlawfully, wickedly, and malici- 


oufly publiſh, and did cauſe and. procure to be 


| Publiſhed, in a certain other public newſpaper, 
called: the Public Advertiſer, a certain other moſt 
Wicked, ſcandalous, malicious, and 3 3 
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N 
bel; of and concerning. her ſaid Moſt Chriſtian 
Majeſty, and the ſaid Francois Barthelemy, ac- 
cording to the tenor following: (that is to ſay), 
Count de Caglioſtro has declared, (meaning the 
ſaid Count de Caglioſtro) he will hold no inter- 
courſe with any of Le Sieur Breteuil's meſſengers 
from France, except in the preſence of Lord 
George Gordon, (meaning the ſaid George Gor- 
don). The gang of French ſpies in London, who 
are linked in with Monſieur De Morand and the 
Sieurs Barthelemy, (meaning the ſaid Francois Bar- 
thelemy) Dazimer, (meaning the ſaid Jean Bal- 
thazar D*Adhemar, the Ambaſſador as aforeſaid) 
Cambiſe, and the Queen's (meaning her ſaid Moſt 
Chriſtian Majeſty's) Baſtile party at Paris, are 
trying the moſt inſidious arts to entrap the Comte 
(meaning the ſaid Comte de Caglioſtro) and 
Comteſſe, (meaning the Comteſſe de Caglioſtro) 
and have the effrontery and audaciouſneſs to per- 
ſecute them (meaning the ſaid Comte de Cagli- 
oſtro and the ſaid Comteſſe de Caglioſtro; pub- 
lickly, and vilify their (meaning the ſaid Comte 
de Caglioſtro's and the taid Comteſſe de Cagli- 
oſtro's) characters even in this free country, 
where theſe noble ſtrangers are come to ſeek 
protection in the arms of a generous people. The 
friendſhip and benevolence of Comte de Cagli- 
oſtro, in adviſing the poor Prince Louis de Ro- 
han to be upon his (meaning the ſaid Prince Louis 
de Rohan's) guard againſt the Comteſſe de Va- 
lois and the intrigues of the Queen's (meaning 
her ſa d Moſt Chriſtian Majeſly's) faction, who 
Fill ſeek the deſtruction of that noble Prince, 
(meaning the ſaid Prince Louis de Rohan) has 
brought upon the Comte (meaning the ſaid 

Conne de Caglioſtro) and his (meaning the ſaid 
Comte de Caglioſtro's) amiable ** 8 
7h 26 e | atefu 
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hateful revenge and perfidious cruelties of 4 ty⸗ 


rannical Government (meaning the Government 
of his ſaid Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty). The ſtory 


of the diamonds has never been properly ex- 


plained to the public in France: it would diſ- 


cover too much of the baſe arts practiſed to de- 
ſtroy Prince Louis, (meaning the ſaid Prince 
Louis de Rohan) and involve in guilt perſons not 


ſafe to name in an arbitrary kingdom ;—to the great 


indignity, ' ſcandal, and diſhonour of her ſaid 
Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty ; to the great infamy and 


diſgrace of the ſaid Francois Barthelemy, he the 
ſaid Francois Barthelemy then and there being 


charged with the affairs of France as aforeſaid ; 
to the great diſturbance of the public peace, good 
order, and government of this kingdom; to the 


great danger of creating diſcord between our ſaid 


Lord the King and his ſubjects, and his ſaid 
Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty and his ſubjects; in con- 


tempt. of our ſaid Lord the King and his laws; 


to the. evil and pernicious example of all others 
in the like caſe offending; and againſt the peace 
of our ſaid Lord the King, his crown, and dig- 
Dity. And the ſaid Attorney-General of our 
ſaid Lord the King, who proſecutes for our ſaid 
Lord the King, gives the Court of our ſaid Lord 
the King, before the King himſelf here, further 
to underſtand, and be informed, that the ſaid 
George Gordon being ſuch perſon as aforeſaid ; 
and not only contriving and ding as much as 
in him lay to offend as aforeſaid, but alſo to 
cauſe it to be underſtood and believed, that her 
ſaid Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty had been guilty of 
great injuſtice, oppreſſion, cruelty, and perſecu- 
tion; and alſo to bring the ſaid Francois 


Barthelemy into great ſcandal, infamy and dif- 


grace; afterwards, to wit, on the ſaid twenty-ſe- 
cond 
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this meſſage from 


11 
cond day of Auguſt, in the ſaid year of our Lord 


one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty-fix, ar 
London aforeſaid, in the pariſh and ward afore- 


faid, did: unlawfully, wickedly, and maliciouſly 


write and publiſh, and did cauſe and procure to 


be written and publiſhed, a certain other moſt. 
wicked, ſcandalous, malicious, and defamatory 
hbel, of and concerning her Moſt Chriſtian Ma- 
zeſty, and of and concerning the faid Francois 
Barthelemy, according to the tenor following: 
chat is to ſay). Mr. Barthelemy (meaning the ſaid 


Francois Barthelemy, who*condudcts the affairs of 


France in the abſence of the Count Dazimer, 
{meaning the ſaid Jean Balthazar D*Adhemar, the 
Ambaſſador as aforeſaid), having ſent Mr. Dara- 


gon with a meſſige to Count de Caglioſtro, in 
| Sloane-ftreet, intimating that he (meaning the 


faid Francois Barthelemy) had received orders 
from the Court of Verſailles to communicate to 
the Comte de Caglioſtro, (meaning the ſaid Comte 


* 


de Caglioſtro) that he (meaning the ſaid Comte 


de Caglioſtro) had now permiſſion to return to 
France; yeſterday morning the Comte (meaning 
the faid Comte de Caglioſtro), accompanied by 
Lord George Gordon (meaning the ſaid George 
Gordon) and Mr. Bergeret de Frouville, waited 
upon Mr. Barthelemy, (meaning the faid Francois 
Barthelemy) at the Hotel of France, in Picca- 
dilly, for an. eclaygcifſement upon the ſubject of 

Me Court of France, delivered 
by Mr. Barthelemy, (meaning the faid Francois 
Barthelemy) relative to the permiſſion granted to 
the Comte de Caglioſtro to return to Paris. Mr, 
Barthelemy, (meaning the ſaid Francois Barthe- 
lemy) the Comte de Cambiſe, and Mr, Daragon, 
ſeemed much ſurpriſed to ſee Comte de Caglio- 
ſtro arrive in Lord George Gordon's — 
3 = the 


1 79 3 
the ſaid George Gordon's) coach,. with his Lotd- 
ſhip (meaning the ſaid 8 Gordon) and Mt. 
Frouville; and having expreſſed their deſire that 


the Comte de Caglioſtro alone ſhould ſpeak with 


— 


Mr. Barthelemy (meaning the ſaid Francois 
Barthelemy), they were informed that Lord 


George Gordon (meaning the ſaid George Gor- 
don) and Mr. Bergeret de F rouville were there 
on purpoſe to attend their friend, (meaning the 


ſaid Comte de Caglioſtro) and that the Comte de 
Caglioſtro would not diſpenſe with Lord George 
Gordon's (meaning the ſaid George Gordon's) ab- 
ſence from the conference. Will any friend to 
liberty blame Comte de Caglioſtro, after ten 
months impriſonment in a dungeon, for having 
his (meaning the ſaid Comte de Caglioſtro's) 
friends near him, (meaning the ſaid Comte de 
Caglioſtro) when inſidious propoſals are made to 


him (meaning the ſaid Comte de Caglioſtro) by 


the faction of Breteuil, and the ſupporters of the 
Baſtile? men who have already fought bl (mean- 
ing the ſaid Comte de Caglioſtro's) deſtruction , 
and after his (meaning the ſaid Comte de Cag- 
lioſtro's) innocence was declared by the judg- 
ment of the Parliament of Paris, embezzled. a 


great part of his (meaning the ſaid Comte de Cag- 


lioſtro's) fortune, and exiled him (meaning the 
faid Comte de a from France. Mr. 


Barthelemy (meaning the ſaid Francois Bar- 


thelemy) ſeeing the determination of the Comte's 
(meaning the faid Comte de Caglioftro's) friends, 
then read the * from Mr. Breteuil; bur 
upon the Comte de Caglioſtro defiring a copy, 
Mr. Barthelemy (meaning the ſaid Francois Bar- 


thelemy) refuſed it. A great deal of converſation 


then enſued upon the ſubject, which in all proba» 
bility will give riſe to a full repreſentation to the 
| | , King 
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King of France, who is certainly very much im- 

poſed on. The Queen's (meaning her ſaid Moſt 

Chriſtian Majeſty's) party is ſtill violent againſt 

Comte de Caglioſtro, the friend of mankind, and 

De Breteuil, Le Sieur de Launey, Titon, De Bru- 

nieres, Maitre-Cheſnon, Barthelemy, (meaning 

the ſaid Francois Barthelemy) and Dazimer, 

(meaning the faid Jean Balthazar D'Adhemar) are 

the mere inſtruments of that faction. The honour 

of the King of France, the juſtice and judgment 

of the Parliament of Paris, the good faith of the 

Citizens, and the good name of the nation, are 

all attainted by the pillage and detention of the 

property of Comte de Caglioſtro. The thouſands 

of good citizens, whoſe acclamations ſhook the 

4 Baſtile upon the declaration of his (meaning the 
4 faid Comte de Caglioſtro's) innocence, might very 
1 poſſibly give rife to his (meaning the ſaid Comte 
Ft de Caglioſtro's) exile, by occafioning the jealouſy 
3.3 and fear of an arbitrary government; but why de- 
18 rain the fortune of a ſtranger, after his (meaning 
* the ſaid Comte de Caglioffros) innocence is de- 
5 clared? This is a very baſe proceeding indeed, 
=_ - Mr. de Breteuil, and brings contempt and re- 
+ proach upon all concerned in it—to the great in- 
dignity, ſcandal and diſhonour of her ſaid Moſt 


5 * . i E T 2 

"TY Chriſtian Majeſty ; to the great infamy and diſ- 
* grace of the ſaid Francois Barthelemy; to the 
"oo great diſturbance of the public peace, good order 


and government of this kingdom; to the great 
danger of creating Aiſcord between our faid Lord 
the King and his ſubjects, and his Moſt Chriſtian 
— Majeſty and his ſubjects ; in contempt of our ſaid 
Lord the King and his laws ; to the evil and per- 


. "y- 3 . % * e 
1 0 >.) "Pa * 
* 8 os — . 
rr N „ 
A, e eee It 


1 nicious example of all others in the like cafe of- 

. fending; and againft the peace of our faid Lord 

41 the now King, his crown and dignity. And the 8 
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the Comte (meaning the ſaid Comte de Caglioſtro) 


1 8 4 
ſaid Attorney-General of our ſaid Lord the King, 
who proſecutes as aforeſaid, further gives the 
Court here to underſtand, and be informed, That 
the ſaid George Gordon being ſuch perfon as 
aforeſaid, and not only contriving and intend- 
ing as much as in him lay to offend as aforeſaid, 
but alſo to cauſe it to be underſtood and believed, 
that her ſaid Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty had been 
guilty of great injuſtice, oppreſſion, cruelty, and 
perſecution; and alſo to bring the ſaid Francois 
Barthelemy, being ſo charged with the affairs of 


France as aforeſaid, into great ſcandal, infamy 


and diſgrace; afterwards, (to wit) on the ſaid 


twenty-fourth day of Auguſt, in the ſaid year of 


our Lord one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty- 
fix, at London aforeſaid, in the pariſh and ward 
aforeſaid, did unlawfully, wickedly, and mali- 
ciouſly write and publiſh, and did cauſe and pro- 


cure to be written and publiſhed, a certain other 


moſt wicked, ſcandalous, malicious, and defa- 


matory libel of and concerning her. Moſt Chriſtian 


Majeſty, and of and concerning the ſaid Francois 
Barthelemy, according to the tenor following : 
(that is to ſay) Comte de Caglioſtro has declared 
he (meaning the ſaid Comte de Caglioſtro) will 
hold no intercourſe with any of Le Sieur Breteuil's 
meſſengers from France, except in the preſence of 
Lord George Gordon, (meaning the ſaid George 


| Gordon). The gang of French ſpies in London, 


who are linked in with Monfieur De Morand, and 
the Sieurs Barthelemy, (meaning the ſaid Fran- 
cois Barthelemy) Dazimer, (meaning the ſaid 
Jean Balthazar D*Adhemar, the Ambaſſador as 
aforeſaid) Cambiſe, and the Queen's (meaning 


her ſaid Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty's) Baſtile party at 


Paris, are trying the moſt inſidious arts to entrap 


and 
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and Comteſſe, (meaning the Counteſs de Caglio. 
ſtro), aud have the effrontery and audaciouſneſs to 
perſecute them (meaning the ſaid Comte de Cags 
lioftro and the ſaid Counteſs de Caglioſtro) pub- 
lickly, and vilify their (meaning the ſaid Comte 
de Caglioſtro, and the ſaid Comteſſe de Caglio- 
ſtro's) characters, even in this free country, where 
theſe noble ſtrangers are come to ſeek protection 
in the arms of a generous people. friend 
ſhip and benevolence of Comte de Caglioſtro, in 
adviſing the poor Prince Louis de Rohan to be 
upon his (meaning the ſaid Prince Louis de Ro- 


ban's) guard againſt the Comteſſe de Valois, and 


the intrigues of the Queen's (meaning her ſaid 
Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty's) faction, who till ſeek, 
the deſtruction of that noble Prince (meaning 
the ſaid Prince Louis de Rohan), has brought upon 
the Comte (meaning the faid Comte de Caglio- 
firo) and his (meaning the ſaid Comte de Caglio- 
ſtro's) amiable Counteſs, the hateful revenge and 
perfidious cruelties of a tyrannical government. 
The ſtory of the diamonds has never been proper- 
ly explained to the public in France. It would 
diſcover. too much of the baſe arts , practiſed to 
deſtroy. Prince Louis, (meaning the ſaid Prince 
Louis de Rohan) and involve in guilt perſons not 
tate to name in an arbitrary kingdom—to the great 
indignity, ſeandal, and diſhonour of her Moſt 
Chriſtian Majeſty ; to the great infamy and dif- 
grace of the ſaid Francois Barthelemy, he the 
id Francois Bartheiemy then and there being 
charged with the affairs of France as aforeſaid ; to 
che great diſturbance of the public peace, good 
order, and government of this kingdom; to 
the great danger of creating diſcord between our 
faid Lord the King and his ſubjects, and his ſaid 
Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty and his ſubjects; in con- 
tempt 


tan 


tempt, of our - ſaid Lord. the, King and his ITS 
the evil example of all others in the like caſe. 4 
fending; and b the peace of our ſaid. Lord 


the now King, 
upon the ſaid Attorney-General of our. faid Lord 
the King, who for our ſaid Lord the King in this 
behalf proſecuteth, for our ſaid Lord ng King 

prayeth the conſideration of the Court here, i 
the ie and that due Sg of Jaw, may be 
awarded aga gait him the faid G eorge Gi ordon,. 
commonly called Lord George Gordon; to TIE 
him anſwer to our ſaid Lord the King e 
and cogcerning t the Premiſes aforeſaid. 


£ 


A; he Eee Was, "opened by 5 Like: Fe 
WR ATToRNey-GENERAL. , 1 
Mar it pleaſe Fane ann 1 Gen- 
tlemen of the Jury:: 
This is an 8 againſt Lord: George 
Gordon, for an offence- for which, I believe, not 
many Informations have been filed; bur it is for 
an offence which as much concerns the peace of 
this country as any which can poſſibly be ſtated: 
and, indeed, it is abſolutely neceſſary ſych arr of - 
fence ſhould be prevented; for the confequences 
of its prevailing muſt be, that no man whatever 
can be ſent upon a public ambaſſy to the Bri-. 


is cfown and dignity. Where- . 


tiſh- Court, without being liable; as they have for 
months paſt been, to be inſulted and vilified in the 


public papers of that nation in which they fuſ- 


tain the character of a Sovereign in amity with ug. 
Gentlemen, it is called the French Informa- 


tion. I ſuppoſe ſomething is meant by theſe wander | 


as if it was not an Englith Information. 


I, as his Majeſty's Attorney-General, * the 


proſecution of a duty..incumbent. on me, have 
brought this Information before you for an of- 
fence deſcribed by the learned Judge, in the _ 

F that 


» 
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that has been quoted by the defendant upon the 
former Information, as moſt materially and im- 
mediately affeting the King's Government and 
his Honor. 

Gentlemen, the Information charges, that at 
the time this libel was publiſhed in the Public 
Advettifer, there. did exift (as we all know 
there did) 2 peace and amity between the wo 
Courts of Grid Britain and France, —That Mon- 
ſieur Barthelemy, in the abſence of the Count 
D*Adhemar, the Ambaffador from France, was 
charged with the affairs of that Court, and, in 
his „n filled in every reſpect the character 
of the French. Miniſter.— That, bein ng in that 
ſituation, Noble Lord, the efendant, 
thought br f in a public newſpaper, circulated 
about this town, to caufe to be publiſhed the ſub- 
ject of this Information, —Itis a publication which 
could not poſſibly have any other effect in an Eng- 
liſh newſpaper, but that of vilifying the high per- 
ſons mentioned, without one > poſſible good effect 
that could ariſe from it. 

It is aſtoniſhing how any perſon in the noble 
Lord's fituarion, ſhould think himſelf juſtified in 
going ſo much out of the way, as, amongſt other of 
his writings, to fix upon a foreign Miniſter, reſi - 
dent at this Court, as a proper object to level his 
undious attacks upon. 

The French Ambaſſador had ſubmitted a con- 
gderable time to theſe ſort of inſults, which, I am 
ſorry to fay it has been ſaid, muſt be ſubmitted to 
in England. It was ſubmitted to till it could be 
borne no longer; and no perſon will ſerve any foreign 
Prince, in the character of an Ambaſſador to this 
country, if he is to be attacked in this manner by 
any man who chuſes to vilify him. I am ſure no 
good man would wiſh that ſuch ſhould be the 
character of the Engliſh nation. I need not flate 
| more 


£8 3 
more than this to ſhew, that if there is any perſon 
who has particularly a right to be protected from 
ſcandal, it is one, who, coming from his country in 
a public character, reſides here for the purpoſe of 
ttanſacting the affairs of his own Court. 3 
The Noble Lord, the defendant, has complain- 
ed of the lapſe of time before theſe Informations 
were ited, „ „ 
The Information which has been tried, was fil- 
ed immediately upon the publication's being found 
out, I did not loſe a moment. As ſoon as I could 
put the charge upon parchment, and have it com- 
pared carefully with the libel, which you know 
is neceſſary, it was filed it was filed of the fame. 
term. | 3 5 

With reſpect to the preſent publication, the 
French Miniſter having ſuffered a great deal of 
ſcandal and inſult from the Noble Lord, who 
peftered him continually with his viſits, he ſaw 
himſelf at laſt moſt groſsly attacked in the Pubhe 
| Advertiſer —— the Queen of France, and the 
French Miniſter, accuſed of that which could be 
calculated for no other purpoſe than venting the 
Noble Lord's malice, or the malice of ſome other 
pee 7 | . 
This being the caſe, the French Miniſter would 
have taken upon himſelf to proſecute the defen- 
dant; but when Government knew how much it 
affected the mind of the high and honourable per- 
ſon whom it concerned, it would have been a ſhab- 
by part indeed, in Government, to have ſuffered a 
Foreign Miniſter to come here Ip] private proſe». 
cutor, to protect himſelf againſt the attack of a 
Britiſh ſubject, appearing publicly at noon-day- 
and avowing it. 8 | 
Mr. Woodfall, the printer of the newſpaper, 
having been ſent to, he gave up Lord George 
Gordon as the author of the libel: I believe he 
did fo with his Lordſhip's permiſſion; for I will 
F 2 tay 
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ſay for the Noble Lord, that he appears very 
openly to avow what he does. How far that ex- 
tenuates the offence, will be for conſideration in 
another place. The conſequence of Mr. Wood- 
fall's giving up Lord George Gordon as the au- 
thor is, that he is not brought before you. 

I confeſs I ſhould, if I could poſſibly have got 
evidence to have affected both, have proſecuted 
Mr. Woodfall as well as the Noble Lord, = (20 
if I could prevent the publication, I ſhould pre 
vent the offence; but Mr. Woodfall having im- 
mediately given up the author, it would not, af- 
ter having made uſe of him as a witneſs, have 
been a proper thing to have proſecuted him. 

You perceive, me: that this is a very 
delicate thing; and the only objection that I know 
of to bringing forward this proſecution is, that it 

zives a man an opportunity to be inſolent once 
more, if he thinks fit; but I cannot, as his Ma- 
jeſty's Attorney- general, fit ſtill and ſee a foreign 
Miniſter abuſed from day to day in a public newi- 

aper, without exerting that power which is put 
into my hands oply to be uſed in the proſecution 
of great offences, but more particularly thoſe 
which concern his Majeſty's Government. 

The facts are theſe: The Noble Lord (the 
uni thought fit to attend Comte de Cag- 
lioſtro to the French Miniſter, Monfieur Barthe- 
lemy, (Comte D' Adhemar being abſent) who 
had a letter to communicate to Comte de Cag- 
lioſtro relative to his return to France: he there 
introduced himſelf into a converſation between 
the French Miniſter and Comte de Caglioſtro. 
The Noble L.ord, the next morning, caules to be 
publiſhed 1n the newſpaper this libel. 


« YESTERDAY morning the Compte de Cag- 


lioſtio, accompanied by Lord George Gordon and 
Mr. 


8 J „ 


Mr. Bergeret de Frouville, waited on Mr. Bar- 
thelemy, at the Hotel of France, in Piccadilly, 
for an eclairciſſement upon the ſubject of this 
meſſage from the Court of France delivered by 
Mr. Barthelemy, relating to the permiſſion 
granted to the Comte de Caglioftro to return to 
Paris. r. Barthelemy, the Compte de Cam- 
biſe, and Mr. Daragon, ſeemed much ſurprized 
to ſee Comte de Caglioſtro arrive m Lord George 
Gordon's coach with his Lordſhip and Mr. Frou- 
ville.“ No wonder that they did: I dare ſay it 
cauſed great ſurprize to the French Ambaſſador 
to ſee the Comte de Caglioſtro, who came to him 
upon a meſſage from his Court, come accompa- 
nied with Lord George Gordon. —““ And having 
.exprefled their defire that the Comte de Cagli- 
oſtro alone ſhould ſpeak with Mr. Barthelemy, 
-they were informed' that Lord George Gordon and 
Mr. Bergeret de Frouville were there on purpoſe to 
attend their friend, and that the Comte de Cag- 
lioftro would not diſpenſe with Lord George Gor- 
don's abſence from the conference. Will any 
friend to liberty blame Comte de Caglioſtro, 
- aftes ten months impriſonment in a dungeon, for 
having his friends near him, when inſidious pro- 
poſals were made to him by the faction of Bre- 
teuil, and the ſupporters of the Baſtile? men who 
have already ſought his deſtruction, and, after 
his innocence was declared by the Parliament of 
Paris, embezzled a great part of his fortune, and 
exiled him from France. Mr. Barthelemy (ſeeing 
the determination of the Comte's friends) then 
read the letter from Mr. Breteuil; but upon the 
Comte de Caglioſtro defiring. a copy, Mr. Bars 
thelemy refuſed it, A great deal of converſation 
then enſued on the ſubject, which in all probabi- 
lity will give rife to a full repreſentation to the 
. "© 9 King 
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King of France, wha is certainly very much im- 
poſed on. The Queen's party is ſtill violent 
againſt Comte de Caglioſtro, the friend of man- 
kind: and de Bretevil—Le Sjeur—De Law- 
ney-—-Fiton-—-De - Brunieres-—-Maitre-Cheſ- 
non—Barthelemy—and Dazimer, — which we 
alledge to mean De Adhemar, as undoubtedly it 
does“ are the mere inſtruments of that faction. 
The honor of the King of France, the juſtice and 
judgment of the Parliament of Paris, the good 
faith of the citizens, and the good faith of the 
nation, are all attainted by the pillage and deten- 
tion of the property of Comte de Caglioſtro. 
The thouſands of good citizens whoſe acclama- 
tions ſhook the Baſtile upon the declaration of his 
innocence, might very poſſibly give riſe to his 
exile, by increafing the jealouſy and fear of an 
arbitrary Government. But why detain the for- 
tune of a ſtranger, after bis innocence is declared? 
This is a very baſe proceeding indeed, Mr. de Bre- 
teuil, and brings contempt and reproach upon all 
concerned in it.“ | N * 


And this, Gentlemen, we alledge to be to the 
great- diſturbance of the peace of this country, 
and to the great ſcandal of the French Court, and 
of its Miniſter refident here. Now there could 
be no other object in this publication than to caſt 
reflections upon a perſon ſuſtaiaing a high cha- 
racter from a foreign Court; for it could be to no 
purpoſe to apprize the people of this country of 
what he ſuppoſed were the private wrongs of 
Comte de Caglioſtro. But this not being thought 
ſuffic ĩient, in another paper appeared this Libel : . 


* COMTE DE CAGLIOSTRO has declared 
he will hold no intercourſe with any of Le 22 
meſ- 
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meſſengers from France, except in-the-preſence of 
Lord George Gordon, The gang of French ſpies 
in London, who are linked in with Monſieur De 
Morand, and the Sieurs Barthelemy, Dazimer, 

and the Queen's Baſtile party at Paris, are trying 
the maſt 5 5 arts to entrap the Comte and 


Comtefle,” 


Gentlemen, this is the offence I accuſe my Lord 
George Gordon of, That he has cauſed to be print- 
ed ina public newſpaper, a moſt ſcandalous libel, 
groſsly reflecting upon high characters; amon 
the reſt, thatof Monfieur Barthelemy, charged with 
high offices at the Britiſh Court. 

Gentlemen, I will not inſult your underſtanding 
ſo much, as to ſuppoſe. you can-doubt for a mo- 
ment the propriety of a proſecution of this nature. 
I have told you before what muſt have been the 
inevitable conſequence, if ſuch libels may be pu- 
bliſhed-with impunity. The laws of England pro- 
tect every man's character from reproach. Pub- 
lic appeals cannot be made reſpecting particular 
perſons with any good intent : this, of all others, 
is deſtitute of every defence whatever. A pub- 
lic character demands protection more particu- 
larly than one of his Majeſty's ſubjects; and if 
the ſame accuſation had been made againſt any 
one of you, that you were ſpies in this country, or 
with thoſe epithets which are beſtowed upon 
Monfieur Barthelemy, you would have a right to 
appeal to the laws of your country for redreſs... 

It would be below the Miniſter of France to 
bring an action againſt any perſon: but he had a 
right to call upon the laws, if there are any, up- 

on his Majeſty's officers, if there are any, and a 
ury, to vindicate him from thoſe groſs aſperſions 


which are the ſubjects of the preſent proſecution. 
| | F 4 I have 
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I have no more to do now "than to prove this 
— by Lord George Gordon, which from 
is manner and behaviour I ſuppoſe he will not 
deny. When that fact is proved, if you are ſatiſ- 
fied that the perſons mentioned here mean the per- 
ſons that the Information ſtates they do; that 
Monfieur Barthelemy is the perſon intruſted with 
the affairs of the French Court; that Dazimer 
and Dagimer mean Count D'Adhemar, the French 
Ambaſſador; then I am ſatisfied, you will with 

great chearfulneſs find the defendant guilty, 


EVIDENCE FOR THE CROWN. 
Joan Bolrs ſworn. 


Examined by Mr. SoLigrras-Gen ER AL: 


Q Did you purchaſe theſe news- papers (He- 
ing them to the witneſs)? 

Al. I did, 

A Where did you oh them ? 

A. Of Henry Sampſon Woodfall, 

9, Where does he live? 

A. No. 1, Ivy-Lane. 


Mr. Hengy Sampson WoopFALL farn, 


Examined by Mr. BeARCROFT. 


9. Did you print and publiſh theſe tw news- 
Papers? (He nz them to the e 

A. I imagine ; did. 

9. By whote d rections ? : 

+ Lord George Gordon's, 


2. Did 


21 1 

2. Did you ſee him or hear from him 3 
the Jubjea * 
A. I heard from him. 

In writing ! — ? 

2 Yes, I did. | 

9. Look at theſe papers. (the manuſcripts of 
the paragraphs, and two notes from Lord George 
Gordon.) 
A. Theſe I received from Lord George Gor- 
don. | 


7 hey were read by the Aſſociate, and were as 
| O'S" | 


5 « Dian SIR, 


« I WILL pay the whole expences of any 
proſecution againſt you for articles of intelli- 
gence that come from me. We have ſufficient 
proofs of their being ſpies, —T hey dare not do 
any thing.— The time is very critical, and I beg 
you will look over what is incloſed, and give 
it publication on Monday, _ 

Your much obliged friend and ſervant, 

Saturday night. G. GORDON.” 


To Mr. H. 8. Wocdfall, Public Advertiſer. 


LORD George Gordon having been informed, 
ce that very ſerious conſequences were likely to 
“ enſue from the publication of the intelligence 
in Thurſday's paper, ipeaking of Mr, Barthe- 
** lemy and others as ſpies the printer at the 
* time not knowing, that Mr. Barthelemy was 
Charge d' Affaires, — His Lordſhip has promiſed 
F to pay all the expences 21 coſts of detending 

| Mr, 
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Mr. Woodfall, or any other pfinter, againſt what- 
<< ever proſecutions may follow from the inſertion 
* of articles in favour of his friend the Comte de 


5“ Caglioftro.” .“ 
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Paragraph read from the Public Advertiſer. 
Mr. Barthelemy, who conducts the affairs 
of France in the abſence of Comte Dazimer, 
having ſent Mr. Daragon with a meſſage to 
Comte de Caglioftro, in Sloane-ſtreet,. inti- 
mating that he had received orders from the 
Court of Verſailles to communicate to Comte 
de Caglioſtro that he had now permiſſion to 


return to France, yeſterday morning the Comte, 


accompanied by Lord George Gordon and Mr. 
Bergeret de Frouville, waited upon Mr. Bar- 
thelemy at the Hotel of France, in Piccadilly, 
for an eclairciſſement upon the ſubject of this 
meſſage from the Court of France, delivered 
by Mr. Barthelemy, relative to the permiſſion 


granted to the Comte de Caglioſtro to return 


to Paris. Mr. Barthelemy, the Comte de Cam- 
biſe, and Mr. Daragon, ſeemed much ſurpriſed 
to ſee Comte de Caglioſtro arrive in Lord 
George Gordon's coach, with his Lordſhip and 
Mr. eile ; and having expreſſed their deſire 

that the Comte de Caglioſtro alone ſhould 
ſpeak with Mr. Barthelemy, they were in- 
formed that Lord George Gordon and Mr. 
Bergeret de Frouville were there on purpoſe to 
attend their friend, and that the Comte de 
Caglioſtro would not diſpenſe with Lord 
George Gordon's abſence from the conference. 
Will any friend to liberty blame Comte de 
Caglioſtro, after ten months impriſonment in 
a dungeon, for having his friends near him, 
when infidious propoſals are made to him by 


the faction of Bretcuil, and the ſupporters of 
5 e the 
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the Baſtile? men who bave already been 
his deſtruction, and, after his -innocence 
was declared by the Parliament of Paris, 
embezzled a great part of his fortune, 
and exiled him from France. Mr. Bar- 
thelemy, (ſeeing the determination of the 
Comte's friends) then read the letter from 
Mr. Breteuil ; but, upon the Comte de Cag- 
lioſtro deſiring a copy, Mr. Barthelemy re- 
fuſed it. A great deal of converſation then 
enſued upon the ſubject, which in all proba- 
bility will give riſe to a full repreſentation to 
the King of France, who is certainly very 
much impoſed on. The Queen's party is ſtill 
violent againſt Comte de Caglioſtro, the friend 
of mankind : and de Breteuil Le Sieur De 
Launey — Titon— De Brunieres—Maitre-Chel. 
non — Barthelemy and Dazimer, are the mere 
inſtruments of that faction. The honour of 
the King of France, the juſtice and judgment 
of the Parliament of Paris, the good faith of 
the citizens, and the good name of the na- 
tion, are all attainted by the pillage and de- 
tention of the property of Comte de Caglioſtro. 
The thouſands of good citizens whoſe acclama- 
tions ſhook the Baſtile upon the declaration of 
his innocence, might very poſſibly give rife 
to his exile, by increaſing the jealouſy and fear 
of an arbitrary Government. But why detain 
the fortune of a ſtranger ; after his innocence is 
declared? This is a very baſe proceeding in- 
deed, Mr. de Breteuil, and brings contempt 
and reproach upon all concerned in it. | 


Paragraph read from the Public Adveriiſer. 5 , 
Comte de Caglioſtro has declared he will 
hold no intercourſe with any of Le Sieur Bre- 


teuil's meſſengers from France, except in the 
| preſence 
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trac of Lord George Gordon. The gang 
of French ſpies in London, -who are linked 
with Monſieur De Morand, and the Sieurs Bar- 
thelemy, Dazimer, Cambile, and the Queen's 
Baſtile party at Paris, are trying the moſt inſidi- 
ous arts to entrap the Comte and Comteſſe, 
have the effrontery and audaciouſneſs to per- 
ſecute them publicly, and vility their cha- 
racers even in this free country, where theſe 
noble ſtrangers are come to ſeek protection in 
the arms of a generous people. The friend- 
ſhip and benevolence of Comte de Caglioſtro, 
in adviſing the poor Prince Louis de Rohan to 
be upon his guard againſt the Comteſſe de Va- 
lois, and the intrigues of the Queen's faction, 
(who ſtill ſeek the deſtruction of that noble 
Prince) has brought upon the Comte and his 
amiable Comteſſe the hateful revenge and per- 
fidious cruelties of a tyrannical Government. 
The ſtory of the diamonds has never been Pro- 
perly explained to the public in France. It 
would diſcover too much of the baſe arts prac- 
tiſed to deſtroy Prince Louis, and involve in 
guilt perſons not ſafe to name in an arbitrary 


kingdom.” 
Mr. HENRY S amPson WooDFALL, 
Eroſs-examined by LogD GEeoRGE GORDON, 


. You have known me for ſome 1 years.—I aſk 
you, where there was any miſunderſtanding: be- 
tween us relating to any affairs inſerted in your 
paper, Whether 1 did not always act in this fair 
manner ? | | | 


. Always. 
2 Iaſk 


t os } 


2. I aſk Mr. Woodfall, as a man of learning, 
Whether, when he publiſhed that in his a 
per, he thought it a Libel ? 

Court, That is not a proper queſtion. 


WILLIAM 8 Eſq. ſworn. 
Examined by Mr. S0L1c1T0R-GENERAL. 


Fou are one of his Majeſty” 0 Under-Secre- 
taries of State ? | | 8 

8 

2: What character did the Comte De Adhemar 
ſuſtain in this country previous to Auguſt laſt ? 

A. Ambaſſador from the Court of France. 

9, Was he regularly ws to Ms 6's Care 
marthen's Office? | 

4. He was. | 

Who became Charge des Affaires af. the 
Count of France when he went to France? 

A. Monfieur Barthelemy. He was regularly in- 
troduced to the Secretary of State by the Comte 
De Adhemar as Charge des Affaires upon taking 
. leave, 

9. Is that the uſual form in which Charge des 
Affaires are announced upon Ambaſſadors taking 
leave? 

. 

5 And as ſuch he was received ?. 

He was. * 

2 Did Monſieur Barthelemy correſpond with 
the French Court, and do bufineſs at your office? 

A. He did buſineſs at our office: I ſuppoſe 
therefore he correſponde d with the French Court. 


WILLIAM Fs denn, Eſq. croſs- examined by Logp 
GEORGE GORDON. 


2. Whether you know the Comte De * 
mar's character in F Fance : 2 


1 96 J 


A That he is Comte: De Adhemar in France; 
that is all I know of him; and that he 1 is ſo in his 
credentials. | 

2 mY you know any thing abour his family 5 

| 0 
2. You ſay he is Comte De Adhertiat :—both 
in writing and printing it is put PDaaimer.— Did 
vou receive a letter from me to deliver to the 
King E | | 
A. 1 know nothing of it. 

2 Did not one — the King's meſſengrizat the 
Marquis of Carmarthen's . bring vou a 
letter?! .- 

A. I do not recollect. 

9. Did you hear of it! 4 

A. No. 

2: Did you know 3 a note from _ Freneh 
Ambaſſador to me through your office reached | 
the King? 

A. Not through my hands. 

2. Was not there a letter ? 

4.1 do not rrecolled. 


The End of the Evidence for the Crown. 


Lord 


„ 
Lord GEORGE GORDON. | 


_ "COUNT De Caglioftro requeſted, me to go 
with him, knowing theſe propoſals to be inſidious, 
becauſe we had news from the friends of liberty 
in France that he was exiled by order of the King, 
though the order of the King was done by 2 | 
n party. His exile was that and a copy 
of this exile is ſent to all the foreign ports: they 
look if they have an order of exile againſt ſuch a 
perſon, and then they do not admit him. 5 

They wanted to get him back into that country 
for the purpoſe of impriſonment, becauſe he was 
determined to ſtir up the diſaffection of the French 
people to the French government, and to deſtroy 
ooo „ 

They were curious. to find out the parties they 
were acting with, and his friends were as curious 
to find out the proceedings of the Queen's party 
againſt him, under the name of the King always; 
and they ſent him word that his letter to return 
was only a private letter from Monſieur De Breteuil, 
the Miniſter, to be read to him, but not to be 
given to him; ſo that if he came into France, he 
could ſhew no counter order to the order of exile: 
and they cautioned him by no means to be en- 
trapped infidiouſly to get into France again, but 
to wait till the order was counter - ordered by the 
Kung, the ſame authority that gave it. 

Upon this he communicated it to me, and he 
and his wife deſired me to be his friend in this 
country, and to protect them as much as lay in 
my power from attacks in this country, particu- 
larly from a French paper the Courier de L'Eu- 

| El rope, 


„„ 


rope, printed by De Morand, under the daily in- 
ſpection of the French Miniſter. 

1 took him in my coach. We had with us 
Mr. Frouville, an officer in the French ſervice. 
He went with me. He deſired me to ſtate the caſe 
plainly to the Engliſh nation, to clear up the in- 
ſidious attack that followed him, and lamaged 
him in the proſecution he commenced for the re- 
covery of his goods, his diamonds, jewels, and 
plate, and every thing that was ſeized and never 
returned to him; and That proſecution was going 
on in France at the time; and he thought he ſhould. 
be much prejudiced by the writings in this coun- 
try under the direction of the French Ambaſſador. 

I did not put Dazimer meaning to avoid any 
imputation againſt Count D'Adhemar ; I certainly 
did mean the perſon who is here under the name 
of Count D' Adhemar, when I ſaid Dazimer. The : 
French party defired he might be always called 
Dazimer. The Dazimer family is not like the 
D'Adhemar family; but he is a clever man, like 
our Jenkinſon, a good education, a clever pene- 
trating man, and a man of addreſs, which always 
noble families have not. 

Ihis perſon, whoſe name is Dazimer, got mar- 
ried to one of the firſt families in France: his 
name was changed then to D'Adhemar, which is 
one of the firſt families in France; but this has not 
hurt the old nobility of Fr rance. 
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.THIS is an Information agaitift the defendant 


for publiſhing two libels.— Tou have heard them 
read in evidence. 

There are counts in the Information fors b. th of 
them; firſt upon the written one, and then upon 
the printed one ; in which there is a miſtake in the 
name—ir is written Cambiſe, and it is printed 
Cambire; but in both reſpects the Information 
agrees with the evidence—for it bas ſtared the 


written libel as it is, and the W libel. as it 


is. 

With reſpect to this libel coming from the de- 
fendant, 0 

Henry PEPE Woodfall 52 he awd the 


papers by the direction of the defendant, and the 


papers which he produces, are the originals he re- 
ceived from the defendant ; and beſides that he 
Produced a note, which was written by the de- 
tendant, in which the defendant engaged to pay 
all the coſts he might be put to in defending him- 
ſelf againſt any proſecution. 

With reſpect to the other parts of the Informa- 
tion, the averments are very few in number. — The 
firſt is, that there was a peace ſubſiſting between 


England and France. That is a matter of public 


notorietyʒ and therefore no evidence was neceſſary 
of that. Alt next ſtates, that Count D' Adhemar 
was Ambaſſador from France. — Lhe Information, 
in ſtating thelibel, has the word Dazimer inſtead of 
DW Adkemary and That the Information avers meang 
G Coun, 
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Count D'Adhemar, who was the Ambaſſador 
heré. That indeed is admitted by, the defendant, 
now— for he ſays he was the perſon whom he al- 
luded to; and the language of the paper imports 
it, becauſe it ſpeaks of Mr. Barthelemy as the 
perſon conducting the affairs of France in the ab- 
ſence of Dazimer. 

Then the only thing remaining 15, that Mr. 
Barthelemy was the Charge des Affaires. That 
fact is proved by Mr. Fraſer, who ſays he was 
1ntrodyced as ſuch by Count D'Adhemar, and 
after rds did buſineſs in their office as ſuch.. 
There is no other inuendo in the n 
but reſpecting the names.—If you. are ſatisfied; of 
the guilt, of the defendant, you will, find him : 
abt z—if not, you will acquit RW $1545: n 
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